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Abstract

This thesis examines the rise of right-wing and far-right forces in Europe as one of the
most significant political transformations experienced by Western democracies over the
past two decades. It aims to analyze the nature of this rise, its limitations, and its impact
on the structure of the modern state and the liberal democratic model. The study begins
with a central question: how can we explain the shift of popular protest, stemming from
economic and social crises, toward nationalist and populist right-wing movements
rather than traditional left-wing trends? It also explores whether this rise represents a
temporary political wave or a long-term structural transformation reshaping the

European political landscape.

The study employs a comparative analytical approach, combining descriptive-analytical
methods, comparative analysis, and case studies. It examines three FEuropean
countries—Italy, France, and Sweden—each representing distinct democratic models,
within the timeframe from 2008 to 2025. The analysis is grounded in a multi-layered
theoretical framework that integrates multiple theories, aiming to offer a comprehensive
explanation that goes beyond purely economic or cultural interpretations of the

phenomenon.

The study's findings demonstrate that the rise of the right and far-right cannot be
understood as a temporary electoral phenomenon but rather as the culmination of
profound structural transformations. These transformations include the decline of the
welfare state, a crisis of party representation, escalating identity anxieties, and the
erosion of trust in traditional democratic institutions. The study also reveals that these
forces are no longer confined to the realm of political protest but have become
influential actors in redefining the concepts of state, citizenship, and sovereignty from
within the democratic system itself. This has led to gradual shifts in the nature of

Western democracy without causing its immediate institutional collapse.
b



The thesis concludes that European democracy is undergoing a phase of internal
restructuring along diverse national paths, all of which adhere to a shared structural
logic. This logic reflects a transition from traditional liberal democracy toward more
nationalist and identity-based models. Thus, the study contributes to a comprehensive
analytical framework that enhances understanding of future trends in European political
transformations and opens new avenues for research into the relationship between
structural crises and the rise of populism in contemporary democracies, based on a

thorough analysis of the phenomenon’s structure and its comparative contexts.

Keywords: far-right, populism, liberal democracy, nation-state, Europe, structural

transformation



