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Abstract

This thesis, entitled “The Rights of the Divorced Muslim Woman,” examines the rights
of divorced women under Islamic Sharia and compares them with those established by
Israeli civil laws applicable in the Palestinian interior. It highlights the religious, social,
economic, psychological, and political consequences arising from the divergence
between these two legal systems. The study aims to demonstrate the justice and
comprehensiveness of Islamic Sharia in safeguarding the rights of divorced women and
to elucidate the principal points of conflict between Sharia rulings and civil law,
particularly in financial matters such as deferred dower (mahr), divorce compensation
(mut‘at al-talaq), maintenance during the waiting period (‘iddah), custody and
breastfeeding wages, compensation for arbitrary divorce, property rights, and jointly
accumulated marital wealth. It also addresses the resulting family disputes and social

disintegration within the Muslim community in the Palestinian interior.

Employing a descriptive, analytical, inductive, and comparative methodology, the study
examines relevant Sharia texts, surveys juristic opinions, analyzes figh rulings, and
compares them with Israeli civil laws and the Personal Status Law applied in the
Palestinian interior. The thesis is organized into an introduction, three chapters, and a
conclusion. The first chapter explores judicial jurisdiction, the relationship between
Sharia and civil courts, and the impact of Israeli laws on the authority of Sharia courts.
The second chapter discusses the concept of rights, their types, and their hierarchy. The
third chapter focuses on the Sharia-based financial rights of divorced women and

compares them with prevailing legal systems.

The study concludes that Islamic Sharia establishes fair and balanced rights for divorced

women that preserve their dignity without imposing injustice on the husband; that the

civil laws in the Palestinian interior fundamentally contradict Sharia rulings—
B



particularly regarding the equal division of assets; and that recourse to civil courts has
exacerbated family conflicts and threatened social cohesion. The study emphasizes that
Sharia courts remain the primary safeguard for religious identity and Sharia-based rights
of Muslims in the Palestinian interior. It recommends strengthening religious awareness,
activating family arbitration mechanisms, and limiting recourse to non-Sharia legal

systems.

Keywords: rights of the divorced woman, Sharia judiciary, personal status law,

Palestinian interior, comparative jurisprudence, marital wealth division.



