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Legitimacy of Paying Taxes and Fees to Municipalities
“Salfit Municipality as aModel**
""A Jurisprudence Study"
By
Saed Sameh Haroun Abu Hejleh
Supervised by
Dr. Jamal Al-Hashash

Abstract

Tax and fees are one of the main sources of municipal resources, and
they are considered one of the most important pillars in covering municipal
expenditures, as there are a set of laws and decisions that determine the
amount and percentage of taxes and fees that are levied by them, and the
methods of their collection. In this study the researcher discussed the ruling
on paying taxes and fees. Municipalities, the municipality of Salfit, is an

example of a jurisprudential study.

The researcher discussed in this thesis the taxes and fees that are
levied by the municipality of Salfit, the jurisprudential ruling in each of
them, and their relationship to the zakat, and the fact that they differ with it

in terms of the law and the method of its distribution.
The researcher dealt with taxes and fees as follows:

Property and buildings tax, which was known in the past as the shed
tax, which is taken on buildings and lands, which is closer in jurisprudence
to the Kharaj tax, then the lore tax, “known in the past as the education tax”,
which was imposed during the Ottoman era in order to advance the

educational process.



And the oil tax, which is taken from farmers as a result of providing

services to them, especially in the olive harvest season.

And the deduction tax from land, which is a version of the Towns,
Villages and Buildings Organization Law, which contains legal articles that
work to reorganize lands and provide services to them in exchange for a

percentage not exceeding 30% of the real land area.

The researcher concluded that these four taxes are permissible from
the Sharia point of view, provided they are subjected to a set of Sharia

controls, the most prominent of which are:
— To spend on the goals for which they were collected.
— To make real and tangible benefits for the citizens.

— To be exempt from it the poor, especially building tax; Because it is
collected from their own homes, and not from commercial shops or

investment housing.

As for evading from paying these taxes, it is not permissible according
to Sharia. Because it brings many harms, and bad results for citizens, paying
taxes achieves public benefits and social cohesion, of which true Islam has

urged .“preventing evil is more important than bringing interests”.

As for the fees, they are building fees. That are taken as a result of
submitting the study of engineering plans, building supervision.

Contribution fees that are taken as a result of submitting contributions to



roads construction, lighting and others. crafts and industries fees that are
taken for the purpose of distributing the whereabouts of the craftsmen and
their businesses. Banner fees that are levied for the manner in which the
signs are displayed and where they are located. waste fee that is levied for
the collection and disposal of residential waste. certificate fees that are
levied for certificates clarifying the citizen's condition, which are used by
official authorities. Parking fees that are collected in return for organizing
the parking lots, for not disrupting the movement of pedestrians.
Subscription fees that are levied for the provision of electricity and water
meters for citizens. Cemetery fees that are paid for providing graves for

dead Muslims.

The researcher concluded that the nine fees are permissible from the
Sharia point of view, provided they are subjected to a set of Sharia controls,

the most prominent of which are :-

— Justice in applying the Contribution Law to the general public in

terms of distributing services to them.

- The illegality of taking the fines fees on the parking spaces of the
buildings because the municipality charges money from the owners
of the buildings, without providing parking for the buildings, which
Is considered wrongly taking people's money, and does not achieve a

benefit for the residents of those buildings.



As for evading the payment of these fees, it is not permissible
according to Sharia. Because many services such as water, electricity and

roads are provided to citizens by the municipalities.

At the end of the study, a set of findings and recommendations were

reached, including :

Work on the return of Islam to the fore, and the permissibility of the

Islamic character on taxes and fees.

Clarifying the method of disbursing the money collected from taxes

and fees to citizens to enhance confidence between them.

- Working as one team between municipalities and the ministry of

education to serve students and the educational process.

- Legalizing the agricultural committee in order to implement its

decisions and outputs.

— working on reformulation of the building regulation law in cities and

villages related to lands, so that the deduction rate is fair for all parties.



