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Abstract

The forms of folklore reflect the beliefs of peoples, so scholars have been interested in
their forms, their identity features. Actually, the Palestinian civilization, like other
civilizations, has an ancient balance of folklore, which is a signifier and a symbol of its

identity and its roots in the depths of history.

It has expressed many inherited beliefs about many phenomena and events, relating to
the life of the Palestinian, and the surrounding environment. The Palestinians have
woven many beliefs around it, and practiced many rituals around it. Hence, this study
aims to shed light on the presence of the springs of water in the Palestinian folklore, by
tracing the roots of those beliefs in ancient civilizations. Furthermore, it traces itsforms
in the Palestinian folklore including the tale, popular songs, and the parable by
identifying the significance of this psychological, social, religious, and mythological

presence.

To achieve the objective of the study, it has followed the inductive descriptive
approach, which combines a review of what the scholars dealt with on the dimensions
of the subject, and extrapolation and analysis of popular literature texts. to reach general

conclusions.

It consists of four chapters; the first chapter deals with the springs of water in the
popular culture in ancient civilizations by tracing its legendary indications as well as the

ancient beliefs related to them and their practices.

The second chapter deals with the springs of water in the Palestinian popular beliefs in
which the researcher deals with the down-rooted popular beliefs in the Palestinian
popular awareness as well as the inherited practices the Palestinians believed in and

reflected in their actions in the presence of water springs.



In the third chapter, the researcher depicts the presence of water in the forms of the
Palestinian literary forms by projecting samples of popular songs and stories in which
the springs of water have been an element in their texts. By analyzing these texts, the

researcher has focused on their themes as well as the beliefs employed in them.

In the fourth chapter, the researcher tackles the image of the springs of water in the
inherited literary works and its indications by talking about the psychological, social,
religious and legendary indications in the use of the springs of water in the forms of

popular literary forms.

It has been concluded that the presence of the springs of water in the popular heritage
and its beliefs intersected with ancient beliefs. The core of these beliefs is the belief that
the gods, souls or the Jinn control the water springs. This explains that Palestinians
resort to the springs of water in the hope for fertility, blessing and healing or a dire wish
to protect others. In order to guarantee the practice of these rituals, the impact of these
rituals in the presence of the springs of water has had psychological, social, religious

and legendary indications inspired from the Palestinian popular culture.

Keywords: water springs, the Palestinian cultural heritage



