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Abstract

The cinema relies on literary texts such as novels and stories in producing its films.
From the list of films based on literary works, the novels of Thasn Abdel Quddous have
gained widespread popularity on the screen. The two novels deal with the problem of
Egyptian women and delve into their depths, as Abdel Quddous built his literary works

after forming his related thoughts on his interest in reality.

This study sheds light on women in “I am Free.” and “Where is my Life?”” between the
novels and films’ adaptation because they expose the oppression and suppression that
Egyptian women face from men or society’s outdated customs and traditions. They take
on a journey where they decide to struggle to get their freedom and independence by
defying traditions with women's freedom becoming a means to build the country. Abdel
Quddous addresses issues facing Egyptian women such as their demand for
independence by making education and work prerequisites for this independence. This
study also sheds light on various issues, such as underage marriage and others. The
media was a mirror of society and reflected its content regarding the role of women and
their contribution to serving society. The cinema's reliance on the works of Thsan Abdel
Quddous and the adaptation of the literary source to some changes that do not make it
lose its essence, but rather increase its value and message, and highlighting the film's
portrayal of women whether positive or negative, contributes to influencing their social
situation. For example, “Amina” in the film “I am Free.” reflects a positive impact for
women in terms of the woman's right to perform other roles that elevate her status and
enhance her position, such as education and work, and may even contribute to nation-
building. At the same time, Abdel Quddous did not deny the legal link between forming
a family and marriage, as long as it is complementary to the man without degradation
and servitude. Similarly, in (Where is my Life?) Film, “Aliyah” represents a cry to stand

against using marriage as a means to achieve desires. Her actions aimed for more

b



honorable freedom and she refused submission and surrender. She embodied both the
strengths and weaknesses of society through her character. Therefore, she is not just a
living being in her emotions and aspirations, but she also represents the society both

when it flourishes and declines.

Key words: Woman, Film industry, Literary Novel, lhsan Abdel Quddus.



