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Abstract

The Palestinian family is characterized by a continuous change in its
structure: number, and characteristics. This change requires a continuous
change of housing unit and its spatial design in order to meet the changeable
needs of the family. This situation represents an essential problem of housing
design for low-income families, especially affordable housing design in
Palestine. Accordingly Palestinian families do not always have the ability to
find long term solutions to satisfy their fundamentals of living. In this sense,
this study tries to solve these problems by understanding functional
adaptability, and criteria of flexibility as proper methods, which could be
applied in the Palestinian housing to improve the ability of housing units in

order to meet the changeable requirements of users.

In one hand, this study focus on the design of multi-story residential
buildings in Palestine -Nablus city as a case-, because of their extensive spread
in the Palestinian cities. In the other hand, this study aims at getting an
evaluation of housing units according to their ability of adaptation and gives
some recommendations for architects, contractors and designers to achieve

efficient utilization of spaces and using furniture in ideal manner. In addition,



this study provides an appropriate constructive solutions to exploit the space
in order to achieve the flexibility of housing units to meet the changeable
requirements of users, especially in limited spaces. This lead to test functional
performance of adaptable units, and thus measure the satisfaction of users

about applying adaptable methods in their homes.

The study conducted a survey that leads to many conclusions. The
residential units in multi-story buildings of Nablus city are partially adapted
to population’s requirements. In the surveyed housing units, it is observed that
such units vary in their adaptation according to their design and their
householders. Besides, residential units are not completely designed to be
adaptable for their users. As a result, the study sustains on the importance of
applying the techniques of adaptation in the residential units of multi-story
buildings in order to increase the satisfaction of their residents. Finally, the
study proposes suitable strategies that can be applied in designing housing
units to improve their adaptability, which considers the local uses of

construction systems and building materials.



