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Dr. Nader Qasem

Abstract

This study deals with the novels of Egyptian writer Radwa Ashour
and her novel Al Tantoria and The 99" Floor for the Lebanese writer
Ganne Fawaz El Hassan, in the study, critique and analysis, which focuses

on the substantive aspects and artistic composition of the two novels.

This study is composed of an introduction, two chapters and a
summary. The introduction talked about the importance of this topic, the
reason for its selection, a brief description of it, an explanation of the
methodology used, and a summary of the previous studies on the two

novels with a summary of the subject of these studies.

The first chapter of this study bears the title: Palestine in the two
novels, the researcher dealt with the thematic issues in the two novels.
These issues were monitored and compared the presence of the issues in
the two novels. The beginning with the Shatila massacre was a prominent
event in Palestinian history. The researcher compared the most important
events and figures in the two novels, she also compared the situation of the
camp before and after the massacre and how it was to characterized in the
two novels. The researcher also dealt with the issue of Diaspora and exile,
describing its reality, its image, its causes and its effects on the Palestinians

and then talked about the loyalty, identity and conflict of characters with
b



the 1ssue of identity and holding it or resettlement abroad and forgetting the
Palestinian issue, and demonstrated the results of this conflict and its effect
on psychological and emotional life. And then followed that with the talk
about folk traditions and habits, and explained the customs of marriage and
clothes and daily life mentioned in the two novels. The researcher talked in
details about Palestinian woman and her presence in the two novels
describing her simplicity, culture, courage and defeatism, and its
relationship with man and politics. She also talked about the Palestinian
and the Jew and the Christian. She spoke about the effect that the war left
on the Palestinian psychologically and physically. She studied the
Palestinian child, the positive and negative image that the Palestinian
showed in the two novels, and the image of the Jew and the Christian. She
talked about the camp's detailed picture about the camp as a habitat and

inhabitants.

The researcher concluded this chapter by talking about the historical

imagination and tracing its appearance in the novels and clarifying it.

The second chapter was devoted to discussing the aesthetics of the
artistic composition in the two novels. The researcher started by talking
about the textual beginnings in the two novels: The title, cover, dedication,
addressing text, an initial and final statement. Then she talked in details
about time and narration, the time of the novel, life and the grammatical
time in the two novels. She also talked about the system of foreseeing,
retrieval, deletion, digression and recurrence Then she studied the

aesthetics of the novel space and talked about the relationship of space to



the place and the place of reality and literature, and the intersection of
places between the main and subsidiary, open and closed, and the
establishment and movement, and places in the homeland and places of
alienation, and the aesthetic image of the literary place, and the metaphor
semantics of this place. The researcher then talked about the language and
narration in the novels describing the function of narration, and the poetic
language and its semantics, and the multiplicity of rhetoric. And then
followed talking about the artistic composition of the characters, analyzing
the characters of the two novels that supports the subject of the study:
which is Intertextuality with the inherited Palestinian folklore of the song
and proverbs according to its centrality, and its role in the novel, according
to the core of identity, and the property of stability and change, according
to complexity or surface. The researcher concluded by talking about three
types of intermingling, believing, and dealing with Palestinian literature,

and dealing with art.

The researcher has attached this study with an appendix to the
photographs in which she collected pictures of the covers of the two novels,

in addition to some pictures that illustrate some of the narrative issues.

Finally, the conclusion included the most important results of the
study after analyzing the two novels, and these results are that the novels
represent a model for Palestine in the Arab novel and feminist literature in
general, and the novel Tanturia clarified in details the old and new
generation of the Palestinians, while the 99" Floor focuses on the new

generation, and that the two writers shared most of the substantive issues.
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