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Abstract

The aim of the study was to explain KSA foreign policy's determinants after
Muhammad bin Salman became the crown prince, and to outline his vision as he

became the prime mover of KSA's most prominent policies.

The researcher used the historical approach together with both the descriptive analytical
approach and the case study approach. The framework of this study spanned from 2015
to 2021.

The results of the study showed that Muhammad bin Salman follows an unconventional
and confrontational methodology, as it deviates from the norm and historical principles,

whether in domestic or foreign policies.

Bin Salman soon clashed with his opponents. At the internal level, the campaign of
arrests included many preachers and academics, in addition to male and female

opposition activists, leading to the assassination of the writer Jamal Khashoggi.

The campaign of arrests against senior princes and businessmen in the Ritz Hotel was
unprecedented in the history of the Kingdom. Moreover, the removal of Prince
Muhammad bin Nayef and his absence from the scene constituted a break from all royal

traditions and diplomatic norms.

In addition to improving the economic situation and increasing salaries and bonuses for
the Saudi citizen, the Saudi government has taken a number of reform steps within
Saudi society, in addition to allowing women to drive and promoting the role of youth
in order to achieve integrated openness. At the external level, Bin Salman's policy was
characterized by the use of force in its various forms, ranging from diplomatic and

economic pressures up to the use of military force, as was the case in the Yemen war.



The study found that Prince Muhammad bin Salman sought to strengthen and enhance
the role of Saudi Arabia in the region, and to make it more powerful and influential,

similar to the Qatari and Turkish role.

The Emirati-Saudi relations witnessed significant rapprochement and convergence on
most of the regional issues during the reign of Muhammad bin Salman. Confronting

political Islam was the most prominent aspect of the Emirati-Saudi convergence.

The results of the study showed that the Gulf crisis with Qatar destabilized the Gulf
house and weakened the image of the kingdom in general and Muhammad bin Salman

in particular. Furthermore, kingdom did not achieve any of its goals.

There is also an economic goal that can be seen in what is called "2030 Vision", which
requires tremendous financial resources. Bin Salam believes that the alliance with Israel

will achieve the necessary funding for mega projects.

Key Words: Determinats, Politics, Foreign Politics, Mohammed bin Salman.



