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Abstract

The image constitutes the most prominent and important element in the structure of the
cinematic film, which is not only an economic commodity, but is a cultural industry that
consolidates ideas and formulates discursive strategies, through the distribution of
different functional roles for the cinematic elements on which the aesthetic of this industry
is based, including the role of the camera and characters in the formation of narrative
discourse, and its relationship to the message provided by the artwork, and this message

came to clarify this.

The study aims to identify the way in which Palestinian cinema employed the significance
of women in its narrative discourse, by choosing the semiotic approach to analyze a
purposive sampling of four films, which talked about issues related to women,
specifically focusing on the use of the Greimas square in the analysis of cinematic
narrative, in addition to Roland Barthes's theory based on the designatory and implicit

levels in the analysis of semantic semiotics.

The importance of the study lies in providing a new analysis of its kind on Palestinian
cinema from the angle of narrative and semiotics, to enrich the library that is concerned
with the subject of women and cinema, and to present the artistic value of Palestinian
films that have not yet exceeded the limits of realism in cinema, despite being feature

films.

Five scenes from each film were selected to be analyzed according to the contradictions
and antonyms of the semiotic Greimas square, while the researcher analyzed 10 shots

from each film.

Keywords: Semiotics; women, narrative discourse; Palestinian cinema; semiotic square.



