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Abstract

This dissertation investigates Sayyid Qutb's preferences among various interpretations,
as reflected in his work In the Shade of the Qur'an. It delineates the methodology he
employed to elucidate the meanings of the Qur'an and to evaluate the different
interpretations of its verses and surahs. This discipline holds significant importance in
equipping students of Islamic law with the skills necessary to critically analyze Islamic

texts, assess evidence, and appraise the diverse opinions of scholars.

The dissertation commences with an overview of Sayyid Qutb's social and academic
background, followed by an introduction to his exegesis, In the Shade of the Qur'an, and
his methodological approach to it. It further explores the context and phases during which
Sayyid Qutb developed his interpretation, subsequently presenting the principal

methodological foundations underpinning his exegesis.

The study provides an introduction to the concept of tarjih (preference) and its
significance in resolving disagreements. It further outlines the preference formulas
employed by Sayyid Qutb in his interpretation, as well as the methodologies he utilized
to evaluate various interpretations. The study elucidates the methods of preference that
Sayyid Qutb applied in assessing the opinions presented in his exegesis. Specifically, he
employed two approaches: preference based on transmitted evidence, which involved
weighing the evidence from the Qur'an, the Sunnah, the Prophet’s biography, and
historical events; and preference based on knowledge, which entailed evaluating
linguistic evidence, the apparent meaning of the text, contextual factors, the relevance of

verses, and the thematic coherence of the surah.

The issues pertaining to Qur'anic sciences and the prioritization of narrations exerted a

significant influence on Sayyid Qutb’s interpretative approach. This influence is evident
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in his preferences between Meccan and Medinan verses and surahs, his considerations
regarding the chronology of revelation, his evaluation of narrations concerning the
reasons for revelation (asbab al-nuzil), and his treatment of abrogating and abrogated
verses. The study elucidated the characteristics of Sayyid Qutb’s methodology in
assessing the various opinions incorporated within his exegesis. At times, Sayyid Qutb
cited interpretive opinions by identifying the most plausible interpretation and providing
justifications for its validity. In other instances, he would initially present the weakest
opinion, followed by the most probable one along with its supporting rationale.
Subsequently, he weighed all opinions based on textual probability, giving precedence
to interpretations grounded in authentic sources. Furthermore, he considered the
preferences of earlier scholars and the consensus of the majority when evaluating
interpretive views. A notable aspect of his methodology was his rejection of weak or
Isra’iliyyat narrations. This chapter highlights the scholarly merit of Sayyid Qutb’s
preferences, underscoring his meticulousness in addressing complex issues and the depth

of his analytical reasoning.

The study concluded that Sayyid Qutb’s scholarly persona is manifested through his use
of induction, analysis, comparison, and criticism, alongside his skill and precision in
investigating issues and evaluating them comparatively. His approaches to evaluation
varied: at times, he explicitly employed the term; other times, he implicitly conducted
assessments or emphasized the term when a particular opinion was clearly preferable.
Sayyid Qutb’s methods of expressing his preferences were diverse, including the citation
of evidence or reasoning, or reliance on one of these alone. His evaluative techniques
were multifaceted; occasionally, he assessed transmitted evidence, such as that derived
from the Qur’an, the Sunnah, the Prophet’s biography, or historical sources. At other
times, he evaluated evidence based on linguistic analysis, the apparent meaning of the
text, contextual considerations, or thematic coherence. He demonstrated particular care
in addressing issues related to Qur’anic sciences, weighing the evidence of narrations
and opinions therein, while refraining from evaluating weak narrations and Isra’iliyyat.
The study employed an analytical inductive approach aimed at tracing Sayyid Qutb’s
preferences among the interpretive statements, thereby identifying the characteristics of

his methodological approach to preference.
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