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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the crimes committed during the operation through the
framework of international law, with particular reference to the 1948 Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. The research seeks to determine
whether Israel’s actions meet the criteria for genocide by examining the legal elements of
the crime, the accountability of the perpetrators, and the sanctions established under

international legal instruments.

The study further examines the extent to which the events of the Iron Swords operation
correspond with the defining characteristics of genocide and analyzes the subsequent
international and regional responses. The primary research question guiding this
investigation is: To what extent can the concept of genocide be applied to Israel’s Iron

Swords operation in the Gaza Strip?

To address this research question, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology
appropriate for legal investigation. The descriptive aspect delineates the characteristics of
the crimes and establishes their legal foundations under both international and domestic
law. The analytical component concentrates on the 1948 Genocide Convention, the
principle of international criminal responsibility, pertinent judgments of the International
Court of Justice, and precedents from prior genocides, including those in Bosnia and
Croatia. Subsequently, the research evaluates whether the actions undertaken during the
Iron Swords operation fall within the scope of the crimes defined in Article 2 of the

Genocide Convention, with particular emphasis on the requisite specific intent.

The findings suggest that the Iron Swords operation constitutes a continuation of
enduring, systematic policies implemented since 1948, rather than a transient or

reactionary military response to the “Al-Agsa Flood” operation. The study concludes that
B



the actions, undertaken during this campaign, exhibit elements consistent with genocide.
Furthermore, it is noted that the measures issued to date by the International Court of

Justice in the case initiated by South Africa are provisional, pending a final ruling.

Keywords: Genocide, 1948 Genocide Convention, International Court of Justice (ICJ),

Iron Swords Operation, international criminal responsibility, Palestinian-Israeli conflict



