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Abstract

This study has sought to identify and analyze the role of the military establishment in
the Arab countries. To these ends, the researcher studied the ways of making public
policies and the most significant players in them. The researcher also analyzed the role
of the army in republic and royal regimes in public policy and the consequences of their
intervention in civil authority. Against this background, the researcher examined the
role the Palestinian security forces have played in political life, its implications and
impact on the course and democratic goals of the Palestinian National Authority in

drawing up its public policy.

This study covered the period 1993- 2013 which marks the advent of the Palestinian
National Authority and the post-divide era in 2005. The study adopted the case study
approach since it has dwelt on the state of the Palestinian security and military
development. It also adopted the descriptive analytical method in tracing the latest
developments of the security organs and the manner of their intervention in public

policy making, its consequences and the reasons behind it. .

After data analysis, the researcher has found that the public policy of the Palestinian
National Authority is a security policy since it is existentially tied to it. Also, the
Palestinian security services’ penetration in the political affairs is due to the absence of
the role of the Palestinian Legislative Council and executive authority’s control of
decisions and laws and its marginalization of the other institutions of the state. In
addition, the absence of supervision and follow up as well as the weakness of the
Palestinian judicial system, have led to increase of the hegemony of the security and
military services. This has affected the performance of the Palestinian National
Authority and its role in public policy making and the course of the democratic process

of the political system.
Keywords: Military establishment; public policy; Arab countries
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