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Abstract

The Zionist project in Palestine is based on four fundamentals, namely:
Torah and national ideology, dedicated mission to complete the Jewish
immigration to the promised land, confiscating the Arab lands by any
means possible, appropriating the circumstances and political alliances and
establishing the Zionist institutions to turn these fundamentals to a fact in

real world.

The main important and urgent question of the study is how the
Palestinians observed and assessed the development of the Zionist project

in their land highlighting its dimensions and aftermath.

As a result, the researcher has chosen a group of Palestinian historians who
have lived that time and played a leading role in the Palestinian National
Movement (PNA) and wrote their memoire as a witness of the battle. These
historians are Mohammad Izzat Darwaza (1887-1984); Arif Al-Aref (1892-
1973); Issa Safari (1894-1949); Mustafa Al-Dabbagh (1898-1989) and
Akram Zuaiter (1909-1996).

The researcher has explored the vision of these Palestinian historians and
their point of views about the Zionist project in their homeland in 1917
until the establishment of the Israeli state on the 15™ of May, 1948
considering them witnesses on the scene and critiques and creators of the

resistance mechanisms.



Issa Safari, Mustafa Al-Dabbagh and Akram Zuaiter have viewed the
demands of Zionism to establish their homeland in Palestine in the 19™
century based on considering the Jews Gods chosen nation and their holy
land is Palestine. Furthermore, this concept has developed to be the
cornerstone of bringing in many Jews from all over the world and giving

residence in Palestine by displacing the Palestinians.

It 1s apparent in the study the agreement of Mohammed Darwaza, Issa
Safari, Mustafa Al-Dabbagh and Akram Zuaiter that Zionism has started to

transfer the Jews to Palestine by any means possible.

In addition, the first immigration has arrived on ships to Haifa’s port, but
after the First World War (WWI) in 1914 when Palestine was under the
British mandate. Thus, the British mandate eased the Jewish attack from all
over the countries on Palestine. Also, it protected the Zionists outposts
leading to the increase of the rate of the Zionist immigration to Palestine in
public and in an organized manner after issuing Belfour promise on the 2™
of November, 1917. Furthermore, this promise was a pledge by the British
government to establish a national homeland for the Israelis on the

Palestinian land.

Consequently, Petah Tikva settlement was expanded in order to empower
the Jewish existence in Palestine by providing them with weapons or
establish terroristic organizations to terrify the people in the Palestinian

cities and villages as well as providing them with the required protection.

Issa Safari continues that the numbers of immigrants from 1918 to 1938 in
Palestine reached 55, 000 in 1918; 62,000 in1932 and 174.000 in 1938.

However, Mohammed Darwaza and Akram Zuaiter indicated that their

C



number increased to 590,000 in 1947 and then increased again in 1948

reaching 650,000 while the population of the Palestinians was 1,400,000.

This study indicates that the Jewish immigration waves to Palestine has
increased along with the expansion of the settlements that Mustafa Al-
Dabbagh indicated that the Jews confiscated about 420,000 donums in

1914 on which 47 settlement were built.

In addition, Issa Safari has assured that the total number of the sold donums
sold to the Jews until the end of 1931 were 70,000 as they reached
1,501,644 donums in 1945. Furthermore, Mohammed Darwaza has
mentioned that the Jews owned 2,000,000 donums in 1947. Also, Al-
Dabbagh has indicated that the number of settlements from 1939 to 1948

reached 78 new settlement built on 2,052,000 donums.

Thus, Mohammed Darwaza, Issa Safari, Mostafa Al-Dabbagh and Akram
Zuaiter have highlighted the role of the Arabs in facing the threats of
settlements and the Zionist immigration earlier than the media campaign,
conferences and societies. However, this peaceful resistance turned into
revolutions and demonstrations all around Palestine, namely: the revolution
of Al-Nabi Mousa in 1920; Jaffa revolution in 1921; Al-Buraq revolution
in1929; overwhelming revolutions in 1933; Izz ad-Din al-Qassam’s

revolution and the great Palestinian revolution (1936-1939).

However, Aref Al-Aref highlights that the activities of the army Al-Jihad
Al-Mogadas, Al-Inqath army and Muslim Brotherhood succeeded in

causing great losses to the Jews.

These historians varied in proposing peaceful solutions all the parties

including Britain, Zionism, Palestinians and Arab parties for the Palestinian
d



cause that they differed in their agenda and concepts. All the Palestinian
historians except for Aref Al-Aref saw that one of the most important
projects developing the political stands is Bell committee to divide
Palestine in 1937. However, Aref Al-Aref considers the project of the
division of Palestine according to UN resolution 181 issued on the 29" of
November, 1947 one of the most significant projects which caused troubles

between the PNA and Zionism.

The historians consider the military institutions and semi-military
organizations as one of the main bases of implementing the Zionist plan to

expel the Palestinians such as the Hagana, Argon, Shtern and Lehi.

Furthermore, Aref Al-Aref and Mustafa Al-Dabbagh have continued in
depicting the events of attacking the villagers and farmers near settlements
and setting fire one them as well as harming the Palestinians as they move
between villages and cities and committing massacres such as Der Yaseen,
Al-Qastal, and Naser Al-Din. This has led people to leave their houses
escaping from the criminal Zionists in order to prove the alleged Zionist

moto” Palestine is a land without people™.



