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Abstract

In this study, I have striven to prove that the era-based classification
(al-taqsim al-zamani) for the ranking of the levels (tabagat) of the
scholars of jurisprudence (fugaha’) is foremost in understanding the
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different stages of figh and the levels of the fugaha’ due to the differing
of ijtihad from era to era and its development from stage to stage. So, we
find that every phase of ijtihad leads to the level which is after it. There
wasunbounded and absolute ijtihad (al-ijtihad al-mutlaq), which led to
affiliated ijtihad (al-ijtihad al-muntasib), then to ijtihad within a singular
school of law (madhhab). There were two forms to al-ijtihad al-mutlaq:
The first is the entirely independent mujtahid, embodied and exemplified
in Abu Hanifah. The second form is the independent mujtahidwho is
affiliated with a madhhab. This form is personified in Abu Yusuf and
Muhammad. Next, there is the category of mujtahids that were affiliated
with a madhhab (al-mujtahid al-muntasib) in the third and fourth Islamic
centuries, namely al-Khassaf, al-Tahawi, al-Karkhi, and al-Jassas.
Finally, there is the stage of the mujtahid within a single madhhab (al-
mujtahid al-madhhabi), which began after the fourth Islamic century until
today. This level of mujtahids has two forms: The mujtahids that came
earlier, such as al-Quduri, al-Marghinani, Qadi Khan, and al-Kasani. The
second type is of those who came later on, such as IbnHumam,
IbnNujaym, and Ibn "Abidin. All of the above scholars of the respective
levels of ijtihad share in establishing the differing functions, tasks, and
duties of ijtihad, from extracting rulings from primary sources, to giving
preponderance to certain jurisprudential rulings over others, tomaking
profound decisions in figh. However, the mujtahid within a single
madhhab does not extract rulings from primary sources. Similarly, the
levels of the mujtahids differ in regards to their realizing all of the
different tasks of ijtihad.

Keywords: The Era-based Classification. Jurisprudential Levels of
the Mujtahidin.
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