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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the extent to which the elements of the Palestinian curriculum
in the eighth grade science textbook included critical thinking skills. The study included

the following research questions:

1. To what extent do the educational objectives include critical thinking skills in the
science book for the eighth grade in Palestine?

2. To what extent did the educational activities include critical thinking skills in the
science book for the eighth grade in Palestine?

3. To what extent do the questions include critical thinking skills in the science book

for the eighth grade in Palestine?

The analytical descriptive approach was used in order to achieve the objectives of the
study, through the study sample for a group of elements of the Palestinian curriculum
(educational objectives, educational activities, questions) available in the science book
for the eighth grade in its first part distributed over four units, and the researcher used one
research tool, which is Analyzing the content of the science book for the eighth grade in
the light of critical thinking skills, and re-analyzing that analysis after a period of one
week, and finding the percentage of agreement, as the percentage of agreement reached
95%, and this percentage fulfills the purposes of this study. General Sciences for the
eighth grade, its first part, contains (64) teaching activities. These activities included
critical thinking skills for each of them, and were distributed over four units. The total
number of repetitions of the skill represented by the skill of predicting assumptions in the

four units (88), i.e. 10 percent. %), and the total iterations of the skill represented by the

B



skill of interpretation in the four units (315, or a percentage of 37.5%), and the total
iterations of the skill represented by the skill of evaluating arguments in the four units
(163, or a percentage of 19.4%), and the total iterations of the skill represented by the
deduction skill in the four units (90, or a percentage of 10.7%), and the total iterations of
the skill represented by solving problems in the four units (44, or a percentage of 17.3%),
and the total number of iterations The skill of evaluating conclusions in the four units
(195, or a percentage of 23.2%). Among the recommendations, the most important of
which is the emphasis on higher mental thinking skills instead of knowledge
(remembering), making science teaching more effective for students, and applying it in

new situations.

Keyword: Critical Thinking; Educational Activities; Educational Objectives; Palestinian

Curriculum.





