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Abstract

Upon examining the Revolutionary Criminal Procedure Code of 1979, we find that a
decision was issued to refer an accused individual fleeing from justice for a felony to the
competent court after he had been legally notified. The court, a bastion of justice, granted
the accused ten days to surrender to the judicial authorities. If he fails to surrender, he is
deemed a fugitive from justice. The decision to allow ten days for surrender is published
in local newspapers or posted at the accused's last known residence or on the court's door.
Following this period, his trial commences in absentia, during which the judicial
authorities, adhering to the principles of fairness, read the indictment from the clerk and
mention the names of the witnesses and notifications. The case then proceeds and is

adjudicated as if the accused were present.

The ruling takes effect the day after its issuance. However, if the accused voluntarily
surrenders to the competent authorities or is arrested before the penalty expires due to the
statute of limitations, the ruling is rendered null and void, and the trial will be conducted
anew in accordance with the applicable laws and regulations. These procedures will be
initiated after the accused has been notified through one of the aforementioned

notification methods.

The principle of procedural legitimacy encompasses the attainment of general deterrence
by punishing individuals who have committed crimes, thereby ensuring public safety and
fostering confidence within society. Furthermore, it safeguards the accused's right to
defend themselves and establish their innocence through fair trial procedures, which
include the opportunity to appear before the judiciary in person. However, the
repercussions of failing to appear before the judiciary are severe. The accused is deemed
a fugitive from justice, and a judgment may be rendered against them in absentia. This is
not merely a formality; it is a serious legal action that can have significant consequences

for the accused.
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