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By
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Dr. Amer Al-Qubbaj

Abstract

This study aims to highlight aspects of political and civilizational
situations in the Maghreb and Al-Andalus through the writings of
geographers of the 7th. H./13th A.D century: Mo'jam Al-Boldan of Yaqout
Al-Hamawi (d. 626 H./1229 A.D), Athar Al-Bilad wa Akhbar Al-Ebad of
Zakaria Al-Qazwini (d. 682 H./1283 A.D), and Kitab A-Jaghraphia of Ibn
Sa'id Al-Maghribi (d. 685 H./1286 A.D). The sources mentioned are
geographical in nature; they focused their attention on geographical
aspects, but this did not prevent from addressing various aspects. They
included important information on various political, social, economic and
urban aspects, especially in the Maghreb and Al-Andalus. It was noted that
these sources were not limited in their subjects to the information of the
century in which their authors lived, but included information they had

transmitted from their predecessors.

Bilad Al-Maghreb, according to the sources of the study is the region
extends from the province of Barqa east to the Atlantic Ocean to the west,
and from the Mediterranean north to the Sahara and southern Sudan to the
south. Al-Andalus was the lands of the Iberian peninsula under Islamic
rule, whose borders were not fixed, as a result of the never-ending conflict

between the Christian kingdoms and Muslims there.
b



The sources of the study concerned with tribal and population
aspects, especially in the Maghreb; the Berbers constituted the wvast
majority of their population. The sources referred to the reasons for their
designation as barbarians, their origins, sections, customs and traditions,
and their religions before Islam. These sources were influenced by some
early historical writings; wrote that the Berbers are wicked, ignorant and
bad morals, maybe because of their strange customs and traditions. In
contrast; Al-Andalus did not receive the same attention from the sources of

study about these subjects.

On the other hand, mentioned sources included many aspects of
economic life in the Maghreb and Al-Andalus, the first of which is
agricultural, due to the fertility of their lands, stable climatic conditions,
and various water sources such as rivers, springs and valleys. Because of
this, due to the active relationship between the different elements of
economic life, the commercial and industrial movement in the Maghreb
and Al-Andalus Flourished both internally and externally. Finally; the
geographic sources reported that Muslims of these two countries have had
many cultural achievements in various fields, in particular; building cities,
which contained various secular, religious and military facilities such as
markets, ports, baths, palaces, mosques and fortresses. As for the scientific
life in the Maghreb and Al-Andalus; the sources of the study did not

mention in detail.



