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Abstract

This is an analytical study tackling stone and marble industry in the
Western governorate of the West Bank. It aims at highlighting the main
human, natural and economic factors playing a role in the rise of this
industry and its evolution. It has shown the distributional characteristic of
the facilities working in stone and marble industry in all the governorates
of the West Bank. Also, it aims at comparing the manufacturing of stone
and marble in the governorates of the West Bank in order to improve and
develop the performance of the facilities of stone and marble industry as a
way to recognize its position among other stone and marble manufacturers

in the Palestinian governorates.

Besides, it aims at comparing the situation of this industry in the past
years and nowadays in order to trace its development highlighting the key
hindrances of manufacturing stone and marble in the governorates of the
West Bank so as to reach appropriate strategies by using SWOT analysis
according to the circumstances of the manufacture of stone and marble in

the studied area in order to develop it.

This study employs various methods, namely: descriptive,
comparative, analytical and deductive using SWOT analysis and Lurenz

Curve in order to achieve the aims of the study.
b



It is found that the location of Palestine has contributed in the
emergence of the industry of stone and marble in terms of the geological
formations and the types of stones including limestone and sedimentary.
These are the base for the emergence of this industry since the beginning of

time.

Also, results show that the number of facilities of stone and marble
manufacturing in the governorates of the West Bank has reached (1181)
facility that quarries have represented (21.3%) while crushers have
represented (4.1%) and stone manufactures have represented (50.9%). In
addition, workshops have represented (23.6%) of the sites distributed all

over the West Bank.

Furthermore, results show that Hebron is ranked 1% in terms of the
number of quarries and crushers in the West Bank as having about (56.4%)
of the quarries and (27.1%) of the crushers of the West Bank in which
(35.5%) of the workers work in this industry. Also, Bethlehem is ranked 1%
in terms of the number of stone cutting facilities in the West Bank reaching

(31.1%).

It is indicated a number of strategies by using SWOT analysis matrix
that this industry has strengths which can be used as a way to raise the
value of investment in this sector. Also, it has weaknesses which can be

improved and developed such as a weakness in infrastructure.

Furthermore, there are many chances of using high reserve of stone
reaching (20000 donums) with an estimated reserve value reaching (30

C



billion$). Still, there are threats hindering the development of this sector at
the level of the external environment, namely the Israeli occupation in the

area of the study.

The researcher recommends a number of recommendation to develop
the sector of stone and marble in the governorates of the West Bank
including the necessity of using modern technology in order to develop and
produce products up to the international standards of quality. Also, it is
recommended to use technology to compete with the international
products. Finally, it is recommended to train workers and train them by
taking care of them and encouraging them in order to get a high- quality

products.



