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Abstract

Thé current study aimed at investigating the reality of Palestinian school environment

at the high elementary schools in Gaza Governorates.

The ‘study problem concerned itself mainly with answering the following question:
What is the reality of school environment as reflected by high elementary

" schools’ headmasters and headmistresses?

To answer this question, the following sub-questions were formulated:

1. What is the effect of the variable of the sponsoring party (government — UNRWA)
on the high elementary school headmasters’, headmistresses’ and their assistants’

viewpoints concerning school environment in Gaza Governorates?

2. What is the effect of the sex variable on the high elementary school headmasters’,
headmistresses’ and their assistants’ viewpoints concerning school environment in

Gaza Governorates?

3. What is the effect of the job grade variable on the high elementary school
headmasters’, headmistresses’ and their assistants’ viewpoints concerning school

environment in Gaza Governorates?

4. What is the effect of experience (long — short) variable on the high elementary
school headmasters’, headmistresses’ and their assistants’ viewpoints concerning

school environment in Gaza Governorates?
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Tc_S test reliability and validity of the fore-mentioned questions, the
researcher studied the whole study community ( not a sample ofit),
which consisted of (168) headmasters, headmistresses and their assistants.

This was due to the limited number of the study community.

The researcher used a questionnaire which Dr. Ahmad Fahim Jabr, from
Al- Najah National University translated into Arabic from a study by
(JONE&BERRY) concerning the development of school environment, it
fs worthwhile mentioning that the study and the questionnaire were used
éfter they had been adapted to suit the Palestinian environment. The
researcher also investigated the reliability and validity of the tool

(questionnaire) and calculated its internal compatibility.

,‘Collected data were treated by using the following statistical techniques:
'1- Arithmetic Means, percentages and the standard deviation addition to

its internal compatibility.

- The results were as follows:

" e The prevailing school environment in the high elementary schools in
Gaza Governorates is characterized by formality, rigidity, following to
the letter the rules and regulations, and administrative centralization

o The study showed that the standard of human relationships prevailing
in the high elementary schools is not as it should be. This means that
the integration among the school family members is generally weak.

e The study also showed inadequacy in the material, morale, and

educational means necessary for good instructional process. There is

3
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morale of all employees working at schools.
« Efforts should be exerted for making available the educational and material means
alnd facilities by appointing some permanent resources to be spent on education.
« Teaching jobs should be exclusive to graduates of faculties of education because
fthey are academically and professionally qualified for these jobs.
e More research should focus on the school environment in the different educational
stages and in different areas so that positive aspects are enhanced and passive

ones are reduced.
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