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QUALITY OF UNDERGROUND WATER IN THE
WEST BANK AND ITS SUITABILITY FOR

IRRIGATION
BY

M. S. Ali Shtayeh, Nihayeh Abu Hijleh

ABSTRACT

Chimecal analysis was carried out on underground water samples taken from 192 wells, distributed
throughout the West Bank of Jordan. The samples were collected twice; in 1982 and 1987. Water
samples were classified on the basis of their salinity, sodium concentration, salinity hazard - sodium
hazard, and suitability for irrigation. Water samples from different wells in different locAlities
differed largely in their qualities. The results also showed a decline with time in water quality in the
samples examined, especially in Jericho and the Jordan valley. The implications of the results on
agriculture in the West Bank are also discussed.
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