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Abstract

Praise be to Allah, and may peace and blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah, his

family, companions, and all those who follow him.

This thesis examines the issues on which Imam Al-Shawkani (may Allah have mercy
on him) diverged from the majority of jurists concerning the practice of prayer. To the
best of my knowledge, there has been no prior scholarly work that specifically

addresses this topic. | seek divine assistance in successfully completing this endeavor.

| have presented a comprehensive biography of Al-Shawkani, may Allah have mercy
on him, which includes details regarding his name, lineage, titles, and nickname, as
well as an account of his scholarly and practical contributions. This biography
encompasses information about his teachers and students, the circumstances
surrounding his death, his esteemed status, and his literary works. Additionally, | have
addressed the political, religious, and social conditions prevalent during the era in
which the Imam lived, may Allah have mercy on him, and elucidated his scientific

methodology along with the overarching characteristics of his school of thought.

Al-Shawkani is recognized as one of the most distinguished scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah
in Yemen. He was raised in a scholarly environment, as his father was a prominent
scholar of his time. From a young age, he memorized the Holy Quran and numerous
academic texts, studying under various scholars of his era in the fields of rhetoric,
principles of jurisprudence, prosody, and a range of other transmitted and rational
sciences. He traveled extensively between scholars and cities, ultimately becoming an
Imam acknowledged by all. His expertise attracted numerous students of knowledge,

and his reputation spread widely, benefiting many individuals through his teachings.



Al-Shawkani was a distinguished jurist who attained the status of ijtihad (independent
juristic reasoning) and authored numerous works across various religious sciences, with
his writings exceeding one hundred in diverse religious fields. He engaged with the
issues of disagreement pertaining to acts of worship and other jurisprudential matters,
aligning with fellow jurists on numerous issues while also expressing dissent on certain
points. Al-Shawkani, may Allah have mercy on him, lived during a period
characterized by significant political, methodological, and doctrinal upheaval. This
thesis will examine how the sociopolitical context of his time influenced his

jurisprudential decisions.

In this study, | have compiled an analysis of Al-Shawkani's decisions regarding various
aspects of prayer. This includes his rulings on the neglect of prayer, the call to prayer
and its establishment, the conditions, obligations, and pillars of prayer, Sunnah
practices, invalidators, congregational prayer, Friday prayer, leadership, the two Eid
prayers, solar and lunar eclipses, and other related issues. Al-Shawkani's choices may
either align with or contradict those of other jurists. Furthermore, this study will

elucidate how the jurisprudential and methodological principles adopted by Al-

Shawkani have influenced his legal decisions.

The thesis culminates in the primary focus of the study, highlighting the key issues in
which Al-Shawkani diverged from the majority of jurists concerning the practice of
prayer. It also includes a discussion of their respective opinions, supporting evidence,

and debates surrounding these matters.
| beseech Allah to accept this work as a sincere offering for His exalted countenance.

Keywords: Al-Shawkani, Ijtihad, Comparative Figh, The Prayer.



