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Abstract

The issue of the personal and subject-matter jurisdiction of the International Criminal
Court¢ in light of the Rome Statute of 1998« is among the most significant issues related
to the international protection of human rights. The establishment of the Court
represented the culmination of a long process in the development of international criminal
law¢ beginning with the Nuremberg and Tokyo Tribunals and the ad hoc criminal
tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda¢ and leading to the creation of the first
permanent judicial body responsible for holding individuals accountable for the most

serious international crimes.

The research focused on the Court’s ability to exercise its jurisdiction in confronting
human rights violators¢ and on the interaction between the rules of international
humanitarian law and international human rights law with the substantive provisions of
the Rome Statute. Within this framework¢ it becomes evident that international
humanitarian law through the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their 1977 Additional
Protocols has established an integrated system of protection for civilians and combatants
hors de combat in both international and non-international armed conflicts. It identifies
groups requiring special protection¢ such as women« children¢ prisoners¢ and refugees«
and establishes fundamental principles such as distinction¢ proportionality« and military
necessity« thereby creating a legal framework that imposes restrictions on the means and

methods of warfare.

International human rights law¢ in turn¢< provides a comprehensive system of civil

political« economic¢ social¢ and cultural rights¢ recognized as applicable at all times. This



has resulted in a complementary relationship with international humanitarian law aimed

at safeguarding human dignity in both peace and armed conflict.

In the second framework¢ the study examined crimes falling within the subject-matter
jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court< most notably genocide¢ crimes against
humanity« and war crimes¢ which constitute direct violations of fundamental rights

protected under international humanitarian law and international human rights law.

The study also addressed personal jurisdiction¢ which enshrines the principle of
individual criminal responsibility and limits the scope of official immunities¢ subjecting
individuals regardless of their official capacity to accountability before the Court. It
further emphasized the importance of fair trial procedures¢< enforcement of judgments«
and reparations as mechanisms that ensure justice and enhance victims’ confidence in the

international legal system.

The study concluded that the International Criminal Court constitutes a fundamental pillar
for consolidating the principle of non-impunity. However¢ its effectiveness remains
constrained by political factors that undermine its independence and affect its ability to
achieve the desired justice. Accordingly¢ strengthening the integration between
international human protection norms¢ expanding States’ accession to the Rome Statute«
and enhancing mechanisms for victim reparations are essential requirements to ensure a
more effective role for the Court in protecting human rights and preserving human dignity

in the face of the gravest crimes threatening the international community.

Keywords International Humanitarian Law¢ International Human Rights Law¢
International Armed Conflicts¢ Non-International Armed Conflicts¢ the Rome Statute of
1998« the Crime of Genocide¢« Crimes Against Humanity« War Crimes« Rules of Referral¢

Reparations.



