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(4)
REPORT ON THE RAZING OF EMMAUS, BEIT
NUBA AND YALOU IN 1967

By Amos Kenan

Aros Kenan, a reservist Israeli soldier, took part in the fighting in this
region. This report has been sent to all Knesseth Members. This English
version is from "Israel, a wasted Victory" Amikam Tel-Aviv Publishers
Ltd, Tel-Aviv 1970, pp. 18-21. "Beit Nuba village near Latrun,

The commander of my platoon said that it had been decided to blow up
the three villages in the sector -Yalou, Beit Nuba and Amwas. For
reasons of strategy, tactics, security. In the first place, to straighten out
the Latrun "finger". Secondly, in order to punish these murderers' dens.
And thirdly, to deprive infiltrators of a base in future.

One may argue with this idiotic approach, which advocates collective
punishment and is based on the belief that if the infiltrator loses one
house, he will not find another from which to wait in ambush. One may
argue with the effectiveness of increasing the number of our enemies -
but why argue?

We were told it was our job to search the village houses; that if we
found any armed men there, they were to be taken prisoner. Any
unarmed persons should be given time to pack their belongings and
then told to get moving -get moving to Beit Sira, a village not far away.
We were also told to take up positions around the approaches to the
villages, in order to prevent those villagers who had heard the Israeli
assurances over the radio that they could return to their homes in peace
-from returning to their homes. The order was -shoot over their heads
and tell them there is no access to the village.

The homes in Beit Nuba are beautiful stone houses, some of them
luxurious mansions. Each house stands in an orchard of olives, apricots
and grapevines; there are also cypresses and other trees grown for their
beauty and the shade they give. Each tree stands in its carefully watered
bed. Between the trees, lie neatly hoed and weeded rows of vegetables.

In the houses we found a wounded Egyptian commando officer and
some old men and women. At noon the first bulldozer arrived, and
ploughed under the house closest to the village edge.
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With one sweep of the bulldozer, the cypresses and the olive-trees were
uprooted. Ten more minutes pass and the house, with its meagre
furnishings and belongings, has become a mass of rubble. After three
houses had been rowed down, the first convoy of refugees arrives, from
the direction of Ramallah.
We did not shoot into the air. We did take up positions for coverage,
and those of us who spoke Arabic went up to them to give them the
orders. There were old men hardly able to walk, old women mumbling
to themselves, babies in their mother's arms, small children, small
children weeping, begging for water. The convoy waved white flags.

We told them to move on to Beit Sira. They said that wherever they
went, they were driven away, that nowhere were they allowed to stay.
They said they had been on the way for four days now -without food or
water; some had perished on the way. They asked only to be allowed
back into their own village; and said we would do better to kill them.
Some had brought with them a goat, a sheep, a camel or a donkey. A
father crunched grains of wheat in his hand to soften them so that his
four children might have something to eat. On the horizon, we spotted
the next line approaching. One man was carrying a SO-kilogram sack of
flour on his back, and that was how he had walked mile after mile.
More old men, more women, more babies. They flopped down
exhausted at the spot where they were told to sit. Some had brought
along a cow or two, or a calf -all their earthly possessions. We did not
allow them to 90 into the village to pick up their belongings, for the
order was that they must not be allowed to see their homes being
destroyed. The children wept, and some of the soldiers wept too. We
went to look for water but found none. We stopped an army vehicle in
which sat a Lieutenant-Colonel, two Captains and a woman. We took a
jerry-can of water from them and tried to make it 90 round among the
refugees. We handed out sweets and cigarettes. More of our soldiers
wept. We asked the officers why the refugees were being sent back and
forth and driven away from everywhere they went. The officers said it
would do them good to walk and asked "why worry about them,
they're only Arabs"? We were glad to learn that half-an-hour later, they

were all arrested by the military police, who found their car stacked
with loot.

More and more lines of refugees kept arriving. By this time there must
have been hundreds of them. They couldn't understand why they had
been told to return, and now were not being allowed to return. One
could not remain unmoved by their entreaties. Someone asked what
was the point of destroying the houses -why didn't the Israelis 90 live in
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them instead? The platoon commander decided to 90 to headquarters to
find out whether there was any written order as to what should be done
with them, where to send them and to try and arrange transportation
for the women and children, and food supplies. He came back and said
there was no written order; we were to drive them away.

Like lost sheep they went on wandering along the roads. The exhausted
were rescuing. Towards evening we learned that we had been told a
falsehood -at Beit Sira too the bulldozers had begun their work of
destruction, and the refugees had not been allowed to enter. We also
learned that it was not in our sector alone that areas were being
"straightened out"; the same was going on in all sectors. Our word had
not been a word of honor; the policy was a policy without backing.

The soldiers grumbled. The villagers clenched their teeth as they
watched the bulldozer mow down trees. At night we stayed on to guard
the bulldozers, but the entire battalion were seething with anger; most
of them did not want to do the job. In the morning we were transferred
to another spot, No one could understand how Jews could do such a
thing. Even those who justified the action said that it should have been
possible to provide shelter for the population; that a final decision
should have been taken as to their fate, as to where they were to 90. The
refugees should have been taken to their new home, together with their
property. No one could understand why the fellah should be barred
from taking his oil-stove, his blanket and some provisions.

The chickens and the pigeons were buried under the rubble. The fields
were turned to desolation before our eyes, and the children whec
dragged themselves along the road that day, weeping bitterly, will be
the fedayeen of 19 years hence.

That is how that day, we lost the victory",
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(1)

The Regional Plan
for W est Bank 2010

Analyvtical Map 1. 7 4 W7 T

The village border of the three demolished villages extend bevond the Green Line.
The areas are defined in the table bejow.
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Analytical Map 2:

The slope of the new town vares between 6% and 9%.
The water flows to the western border.
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Abstract




The 1948 and 1967 wars have left destructive effects on the
Palestinian people. This was represented by Israeli control over a wide
area of their land, Diaspora in different places overseas and the

continuation of suffering throughout the world.

This study "The Three Villages of Al-Latroun, deportation and
Suffering” is highly relevant to the two wars, where Israel took control
over a considerable amount of the lands belonging to the three villages
in 1948, then occupied them in 1967 after it had totally destroyed

them and forced the villagers to leave by force.

This idea of having control is highly regarded in view of the Israeli
side, as these villages form a central road connection between the
Palestinian coast and Jerusalem. Moreover, military and strategic
power 1s given to whoever has a control over these villages and to
have priority over the holy city of Jerusalem. The other advantage is
the availability of water reserves in the area which make it a point of

interest for Israelis to draw out their expansion policies in Palestine.



My interest in the topic is a result of having studied all its relevant
materials, my acquaintance with people living there, and their talking
about long suffering in addition to the availability of authentic

documents that will probably enrich the topic and make it integral.

The study aims at emphasizing the non-ethical role of fighting
practised by israeli occupation forces agains civilains of these villages
during the 1967 war, and perspicuous violations of Fourth Geneva
Convention which calls for keeping the rights of civilians at the time
of war. Therefore, all involved in violation should be listed as war

criminals against humanity.

The study further highlights this undetermined and ambiguous issue in
the israeli-palestinian negotiations and the israeli refusal of dealing
with it although it is recognized as occupied area since 1967, ensuring
the international legitima\cy of the right for villagers to return based

on 242 Security Council Resolution.

The study goes further to emphasize the role of Al-Latroun villagers
who still support their issue, and try desperately to deliver their

d



message to the public locally and internationally so as to get their
issue listed in the heart of Palestinian-Israeli negotiations. They are

trying to form supporting public who could pressure for their cause.

The study includes four chapters: The first Chapter discusses the
historic geography of Al-Latroun's villages, area, population, and

historical features.

As for the second chapter, it mainly deals with social and economic
life as well as health and education services of the people who were

living there before 1967.

For the third chapter, it is specified for talking about 1967 war, its
reactions and effects and suffering of villagers who were expelled and
whose villages were destroyed as well during the enforced
deportation, and Israeli unfullfilled commitment of international

resolutions issued after the war.

The study encounters a lot of difficulties. From the one hand, it was

uneasy access to resources. From the other hand, it was too hard to



meet as many villagers as possible because most of them live outside
the country far away from each other. It was also very hard to meet
those living inside the country due to Israeli severe closure and siege

we are all suffering.

Actually, these villages are part of Palestine because they are very
similar to other Palestinian areas in history, customs and traditions.
However, the 1967 destruction and deportation of people from these
villages make the reasearcher study the issue separately as part of

Palestinian context.



