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Abstract in English

The importance and justification of the research

As a result of the existence of archaeological monuments included in the
World Heritage List in Artas, these monuments must be highlighted due to
their importance and the need to preserve them, and to highlight the illegal
practices of the Zionist entity. The importance and justifications for the
research are represented in the following points:

1. Preserving the World Heritage site, so it must be preserved in order to
remain on the list.

2. Facing the Israeli challenges.
3. Reducing urban expansion.
4. Weak tourism in the region due to lack of services and infrastructure.

5. The absence of planning and awareness of the importance of these
monuments and the necessity of preserving them



Research Aims

This research aims, in general, to revive and develop the cultural and
natural heritage in the urban area of Bethlehem (Artas), with a focus on the
planning, urban, tourism and agricultural framework, taking into account
the geopolitical situation in the region.

Study Area

The study area includes the administrative borders of the village of Artas
entirely. Artas has been placed on the tourist map and classified on the
basis that it is a tourist site of an archaeological, religious, and cultural
nature because of its archaeological features. The Palestinian village of
Artas, located west of Bethlehem in the south of the West Bank, is the
second oldest area Palestinian after the city of Jericho in the east of the
West Bank, and the source of water before 1967 for the cities of Jerusalem
and Bethlehem, due to the abundance of water springs in it and its storage
in Solomon's Pools south of Bethlehem. The beauty of nature in it simulates
the beauty of architecture, and the history of its stones tells stories and
anecdotes about what the village has experienced over thousands of years,
as the study area includes a temple built on the ruins of the old mosque
that was built as a shrine for our master Omar lbn Al-Khattab when he
visited Jerusalem and passed through the city of Bethlehem, and the
Monastery of Artas Which was established in 1895 AD, and Solomon’s
Pools, which are among the most famous historical and archaeological
monuments in the village. They are Roman and restored by the Ottoman
Sultan Selim the Magnificent in 1552 AD (Cities and Villages of Palestine).

The study area (Artas) is one of the western villages of Bethlehem
Governorate, located west of Bethlehem, administratively affiliated to
Bethlehem Governorate on the main road (Jerusalem - Bethlehem -
Hebron), and rises 528 meters above sea level, and is estimated to be more
than 6000 years old.

The village of Artas is bordered to the north by the city of Bethlehem,
Dheisheh and Doha, to the west by Al-Khader, Wadi Al-Ness, to the south
by Wadi Rahal, and to the east by Khallet Al-Luz and Hindaza.



