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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the ability of the Muslim Brotherhood in
Egypt and Tunisia regarding the practice of political partnership, since its
emergence in Egypt in 1928 until the period prior to the Arab Spring which
started in Tunisia in 2010, and the period that followed the Arab Spring

until its arrival to power in both states.

The research question of this study focused on the impact of the revisions
made by the Muslim Brotherhood especially in Tunisia on the practice of
political partnership with other parties. It also revolved around the reasons
behind the differences between the Muslim Brotherhood in Tunis and their
counterparts in Egypt regarding this issue. In addition, the study question
aimed to investigate the impact of those revisions on the ideological
thinking of the Muslim Brotherhood, and whether those revisions were
merely behavioral transformations restricted to political participation for a

period of time.

The study suggests that the political and intellectual revisions made by the
Muslim Brotherhood in some of the Arab countries opened the door for the
organization to adopt political partnership and accept it as a corner stone
for the relationship with others. But this essential change was not effective

except in some certain spatial contexts, related to the nature of the state and
b



its political regime from one side, and to the social/elitist structure of the
organizations' leadership in a certain country from the other side. This is

shown by the experimental preview in Egypt and Tunis.

This study compared between the Muslim Brotherhood's experiences of
political partnership between Egypt and Tunisia, as well as the factors that
participated to its success and failure. It also compared between the
circumstances which were available for those who practiced partnership
and those who did not. Based on these comparisons, the hypothesis of this

research was proved.

The study was divided into three main chapters: The first focused on the
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and Tunisia in terms of its emergence and
the political stages it went through and its arrival to political partnership
before the Arab Spring, and how was the relationship was between the
organization and the Arab regimes during the various periods of time; the
second 1is the transformations and revisions of the Muslim Brotherhood,
and whether the organization performed actual revisions and applied them
with practice and ideology which lead them to political partnership; the
second is the political partnership of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and

Tunisia before and after the Arab Spring revolutions.

The study suggested a number of conclusions after making a comparison

between the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and Tunisia, including:

The intellectual transformations and revisions made by Al-Nahda

movement helped the Muslim Brotherhood to survive on the Tunisian



political scene, and helped it to reach power and win the highest results in
the legislative elections two times out of three elections in 2011 and 2019,
while the organization in Egypt didn't perform deep internal ideological
revisions which exposed it in front of the audience, it merely made some
transformations during the political practice such as the organizations' view

to women, Copts and partisan pluralism.

Al-Nahda movement made political partnership with liberal, secular and
leftist parties and survived due to this partnership, while the Muslim
Brotherhood in Egypt did not practice political partnership which led to its
fast fall.

The leadership of Al-Nahda movement is different from the Muslim
Brotherhood in Egypt; Al-Nahda's leadership is more open in terms of
culture, liberation and intellect. This refers back to the period which
Rahsed Al-Ghanoushi - for example - spent in Diaspora, whereas his
political experience with parties led to his ability to manage the crisis in
Tunisia flexibly, in contradiction with the Muslim Brotherhood leadership
in Egypt which stuck to its decisions without trying to have a dialogue with

the opposition parties in Egypt.

The Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt and Al-Nahda were characterized with
the lack of experience in the management of the states, and how to deal
with the deep state and the remains of the old regimes, and they thought
that changing the critical positions in the state can eliminate the remains of

the former regimes.



