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Abstract

The so called "The Arab Mind" is one of the critical idioms that is becoming common in
the cultural and civilizational critical studies. It is an idiom that aims to disassemble the
structure of the " Arab Mind " by making use of the various ideological and historical
feeders through which that Mind gave a value (whether positive or negative to the assets

(whether concrete or abstract) around it.

To investigate the structure of the " Arab Mind " by searching in the thinking patterns of
the Arabic Mentality and its guides. To come to its goal, the study makes use of the
procedural tools presented by the cultural and civilizational criticism, the literary
discourse of the Abbasside age and the greatest historical events that play a role in

shaping and guiding the mind.

Since it is based on a hypothesis that the great historical events result in new cultures
and values, this study seeks after searching in the most dangerous sociocultural events
beginning from prehistory and ending with the Abbasside age, and studying the effects
of those events in the emergence of the cultural patterns and their fluctuations;
stabilization, expansion and their controversy with the opposed patterns. The Abbasside
literature is so typical to study those cultural fluctuations and conflicts as it is
considered to be the congregation of the conflicts and the crucible in which the
fluctuations discharged. The cultural pattern represented the cultural authority which
aims to dominate and being against it represented the cultural opposition that seeks to

getting free.

Key words: Discourse, authority, opposition, Arab Mind, civilizational criticism,

cultural criticism.



