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Research Summary

This research project explores the concept of place making as a contemporary urban
planning approach aimed at strengthening the resilience of Palestinian communities in
Area C—an area subjected to planning exclusion and Israeli colonial practices that
restrict building rights and limit socio-economic development. The project’s
significance lies in its effort to develop an inclusive planning model that integrates
cultural and social dimensions into urban design, while enhancing community
participation in shaping their spaces, thus reinforcing their connection to the land and
deepening their sense of identity and belonging.

The project is motivated by the urgent need to activate alternative planning tools
capable of addressing the complex and sensitive context of Area C. It represents an
academic and spatial initiative to bridge the gap between people and place under the
pressure of displacement and marginalization. Additionally, it aligns with governmental
and international efforts launched since 2011 to develop strategic plans for Area C,
offering a new contribution rooted in emotional geography and the anthropology of
planning as frameworks for understanding community needs and enhancing spatial
resilience.

The village of Awarta, located southeast of Nablus, was selected as the project site,
focusing specifically on its Area C lands. Awarta presents an ideal model due to its rich
geographical, historical, and social features, coupled with the urban and political
challenges it faces—making it a fertile ground for testing place making tools.
Strategically situated, the site connects surrounding communities and contains open
lands that can be transformed into vibrant, sustainable spaces that foster a strong sense
of place.

The project is anchored in a comprehensive planning vision: ""Creating a sustainable
place that enhances resilience through sound governance and active community
participation.' To realize this vision, the project includes key components such as a
proposed land-use plan for Area C, analysis of its relationship with the old town, and
the development of community-driven projects serving various social groups. Among
the proposed initiatives are: “Awarta Overlook,” a visual and tourism-oriented project
that reflects the identity of the place; “Youth Village, ” a space for cultural and social
engagement; and “Return Nursery,” an agricultural, educational, and recreational hub
that utilizes the natural environment and creates productive opportunities.
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Gl Gl Ly cpdnd) Gl ges e e K5 LelaaV) Adsedl) e
.(Gehl, 1987, p.19) agilalin) o 3lses lass s DA (e cdiiagal
Da Ge Al Llasy Lpdanl) Latill G Yl Baias ) et 1 Al dalniaY)

.(Gehl, 1987, p.19)aalsisall slisll by shyind cilalioa slita)

alall Glalidl areat DA o Al Gl g delilly dalgil) 35a3 ) aags e
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.(Cilliers, 2011, p.23) diliiall cghaillg Taladll & (yglanll 13)aaind
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