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Abstract

This study seeks to examine the critical role of public relations in mitigating the
prevalence of drug abuse within the Palestinian Police Force, emphasizing the strategies
and mechanisms utilized to achieve this goal. A descriptive-analytical methodology was
employed, targeting a research population of 64 employees from the Palestinian Police
Force. This population included personnel from the Drug Enforcement Administration
and the Public Relations Unit across the governorates of Jenin, Nablus, and Ramallah,
as well as the directors of public relations departments in Jenin and Nablus. The study
sample was selected through a non-probability purposive sampling method, aimed at
obtaining a comprehensive understanding of the contributions of public relations in

reducing drug-related offenses during the period from January 2018 to January 2022.

The present study was grounded in the theoretical frameworks of both Social
Responsibility Theory and Social Organization Theory. The findings underscored the
critical role of public relations within the Palestinian Police Force in addressing drug
abuse through several key initiatives. These initiatives included: raising awareness
about the dangers of drug use via various media channels and specialized research;
developing effective strategies for engaging with both promoters and users, while taking
into account the social implications for their families; maintaining ongoing
communication with the community through the dissemination of informational
materials, the publication of real-life narratives, and the presentation of deterrent cases;
providing the police force with intelligence regarding drug traffickers; and collaborating
with the pharmaceutical sector to regulate the distribution of narcotic substances. In
light of these findings, the study advocates for the enhancement of cooperation and
coordination between the Palestinian Police Force and other pertinent governmental and
community entities involved in combating drug abuse, such as the Ministries of Health

and Education, as well as civil society organizations. This can be achieved through the

b



establishment of cooperation agreements and the exchange of expertise and information,

thereby ensuring a unified approach to addressing this pressing issue.

Keywords: public relations, drug-related crime, Palestinian Police Force, social

responsibility theory, community engagement, crime prevention strategies



