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Abstract

This thesis is dedicated in partial fulfillment of the Figih and Legislation

Masters’ degree at An-Najah National University.

The thesis presents and discusses the modernist scholar Mohammed
Arkoun, as well as the influential factors in his ideology. This is done by
dissecting and analyzing what Arkoun wrote, and commenting on some of
his core arguments, especially the Ijtihad by fundamentalists issue in his
literature. Whereby, this thesis showed Arkouns’ position of: Ijtihad,
Jurisprudence, and general Shari’a sciences, while also evaluating his

methods in light of Fundamentalists methods.

The thesis concluded that Arkouns’ writings show aggressive position
from ljtihad science and specifically etymology. Also, his writings clearly
support understanding texts and their meanings without referring to
etymology or take any specific methodology. Moreover, it takes a positive
position from Orientalism and Modernism, and it also implies anti-shari’a
texts and supports looking into historical texts. In addition, it doubts the
Holy Quran and show lack of confidence in Sunna, taking an orientation

towards the truth-relativity and Religions’ unification.



Throughout the paper, the cases and issues shown were analyzed and
processed scientifically and critically. The importance of the ideological
methods and serious attention are present when discussing the issues in a
critical mindset. The writer (Thesis) recommends giving attention to the
ideological methodology and concentrating on Shari’a studies in dealing
with it, where it gives the opportunity to qualify the existing issues present

in the knowledge stream.



