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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the Palestinian women’s rights from
the perspectives of the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) and the Individual's Rights which is implemented in the
West Bank. The Palestinian Authority joined CEDAW Convention without
reservation or limitation. In doing so, the Palestinian Authority has
committed itself to protect, fulfill and promote women's rights, apply the
rules of the convention, and show commitment to a number of
obligations. Therefore, it is necessary for the Palestinian Authority to
reconsider all related regulations as well as define the Individual's Rights

within the confinements of CEDAW rules.

This thesis is divided into four chapters. The introductory chapter
introduces CEDAW Convention and the circumstances that led to Palestine
joining it. The second chapter is meant to discuss the various religious and
legal rights/rules of women's in Palestine. Chapter three sheds some light
on women's rights in both CEDAW convention and the Individual's Rights
that is implemented in the West Bank, especially Law No. 61 of 1976, in

order to see how compatible they are to each other. The final chapter



presents the main findings and recommendations of the study following a

descriptive-analytical approach.

The researcher aims to identify and analyze the articles of the
Palestinian Individual's Rights implemented in the West Bank. Moreover,
the researcher intends to highlight the various rights of women in order to

compare them with the rules of CEDAW.

To achieve her purposes, the researcher sets her mind to interview
leading figures in the field so as to identify their perspectives towards the
amendments implemented to some articles of the Palestinian Individual's

Rights to ensure that it is compatible with CEDAW regulations.

The study findings show that CEDAW and the Individual's Rights
implemented in Palestine are compatible enough, and both approve and
guarantee some rights (e.g. the right to learn, the right of medical treatment,
the right of property ownership and disposal). However, the researcher
finds conflicts between the two laws in terms of other rights including
(housing, working, inheritance, alimony, guardianship, polygamy, divorce)
due to the gap between the Islamic teachings and the cultural rules that are
implemented in Palestine. CEDAW calls for equality between the two
genders, changing the stereotypical roles of both men and women with
familial confinements, abating male guardianship or custody over females.
Yet, such rights cannot be amended or modified to be consistent with

CEDAW as they entirely contradict the Islamic creed and rule.



The researcher recommends that the Individual's Rights can be
amended and modified according to the Palestinian Constitution in which
Islam is the official religion in Palestine and the principles of Islamic
Shari’a are the main source of legislation. Furthermore, the study
recommends a unified Palestinian Individual's Rights to be implemented in

both Gaza Strip and the West Bank.



