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Abstract
Aim of the Study

As its title indicates, this study sought to examine the role which the Palestinian tax
administration plays in estimation of the income tax in the light of the Palestinian and
Jordanian legislations.

Study Methodology

In examination of the tax administration role in assessment of tax income, the
researcher used the descriptive analytical approach based on analysis of the relevant
legal texts and Decree-by-Law No. 8 of 2011, pertinent to Palestinian income tax and
the Jordanian Income Tax Law No.34 of 2014 amended by Income Tax Law No. 38 of
2018. The researcher divided the study into two chapters. Chapter one was devoted to
nature of tax administration role and the terms and expressions associated with it. The
chapter also dwelt on the legal status of the tax administration and methods used in
estimation of tax income.

Chapter two addressed the importance of spelling out the scope of income taxation
through the definition of tax administration freedom in determining the spatiotemporal
and personal scopes and income subject to taxation.

Results of the Study

After data analysis it was found that the mandate to look into tax disputes differs from
one legislation to another. More contemporary laws almost unanimously agree that
mandate is divided into two stages. In the first stage, compulsory and administrative,
administrative bodies deliberate into the dispute. In the second stage, the mandate is
transferred to judicial parties. It was also found that the tax laws always try to settle tax
disputes through the tax administration itself. The Jordanian lawmaker was careful to

emphasize the sources of income subject to tax for taxpayers. The general rule is that
B



any income made by persons in the kingdom proper is taxable. Also that administration
can’t decide whether some business activities, practiced by persons and yielded some
income not stipulated by this law and is not tax-exempted, would be taxable. In contrast,
the Palestinian lawmaker failed to emphasize issues raised by the Jordanian lawmaker,
thus giving more freedom to the tax administration to determine the taxable income.
Recommendations of the Study

The researcher, on the basis of the study findings, suggests that the Tax Administration
keep abreast of socio-economic developments in all communities when assessing
income tax imposed on individuals. Income tax is affected by the socio-economic
circumstances such as the times of the corona virus pandemic. The researcher also
suggests that the tax administration benefit from the role it has in assessing the income
tax. The tax administration should also enjoy flexibility and should not be inactive
when assessing income tax on individuals.

Keywords: Tax administration; income tax assessment.



