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Abstract

This study examine the overall transformations that occurred on the
Palestinian elite during the period between 1993 - 2016, which included the
prestige, ability, class affiliations, and political and economic positions of

these elites.

In addition, this research aims to define the concept of the
Palestinian elite in the most prominent periods of the history of the
Palestinian cause, and to find a more accurate definition of it in the period
following the signing of the Oslo Agreement. It also shows the orientations
of the Palestinian elites with their multiple fields, the strengths of each
elite, and the class interests represented by these elites, and their reflection

on these trends.

Also, the study highlights the tangible changes in the attitudes and
potentials of the Palestinian elites to find the relationship between these
changes and the official political positions of the Palestinian Authority and

the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO).

The study assume that the changes that took place in the Palestinian
elite in their positions after 1993 contributed directly to the stability of the

political positions of the Palestinian Authority, namely the adherence to

b



negotiations, the two-state solution, the orientation of the international
institutions, In the emergence of alliances, new alignments, and other
absence, based on external intervention, and the functional interaction at

the intellectual and institutional levels.

The researcher follow the case study to prove this hypothesis by
focusing on the most prominent transformations in the positions, the status
of each elite and the mechanisms of these transformations. The researcher
also rely on the comparative method to make comparisons between the
positions and the status of elites during different periods of time, and the

implications of the change in conditions, and positions in each period.

The most important findings results of the study include that the
Palestinian elites play a key role in creating a social, political and economic
reality that paved the way for the official decisions and positions adopted
by the Palestinian Authority and the Palestine Liberation Organization to
stimulate their organization in the period which followed the signing of the

Oslo Accord.

The changes in the status of elites and their relationship with the
Palestinian Authority have made some changes in the form and
mechanisms of the government by creating new positions, replacing some
political elites with professional elites, resorting to presidential decrees,
exploiting dual positions to employ all possibilities to maintain the
hegemony of the ruling elite, its control of the institutions of the Palestinian
Authority, and the official decisions of the Palestine Liberation

Organization.



