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Abstract

This study aims to investigate and analyze the role of political parties in Arab world in
general; Jordan and Egypt as a special case, and the role these parties play in public
policy making and their impact on economical aspect and foreign policies of the country
in these different forms of government. In addition to investigate the type of
relationships between these political parties and the current governments, and
understanding the political and organizational capacity of these political parties in

Jordan as a constitutional, hereditary monarchy, and Egypt as a democratic Republic.

The main question of study was summed up in "Is there a clear and tangible influence of
the political parties in public policy making related with economic and foreign policy
aspects, in Jordan and Egypt?" In order to answer this question the hypothesis was
examined the participation of political parties in decision-making process is narrow and

limited, due to the monopolization of this process by governments in Jordan and Egypt.

This study was followed the descriptive analytical method dependent on the theory of
power and imperfect democracies in the Arab world. The results from data analysis
confirms that political parties in Jordan and Egypt have no significant effect on the
public policy that related with economic and foreign policy aspects for these countries.
Additionally, this study confirms that these parties are facing a legislative situation that
prevents them from reaching the parliamentary majority. Moreover, state security

services in these countries treat these parties as an enemy and not as opposition parties.

The most of Arab governments are striving and working hard in different ways to
allocate economic resources, but in other hand these governments do not bother to
distribute it properly and equitably, and they are working without taking into
consideration the role of the political parties in this process, where these resources are

only monopolized by governments in these countries.

b



Regarding the political structure and institutional arrangements, the study found that
there is a weakness point in political structure planning in Jordan and Egypt represented

in internal instability and inconsistency between priorities of political system of these

governments and the societal issues espoused by the opposition parties.

Additionally, the role of the political parties in Jordan and Egypt in decision making
process still narrow and not clear, due to the lack of information provided by the

government to these parties.

Keywords: political parties; public policy making; The Arab world.



