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Patterns of Agricultural Land Use in Jenin Governorate
1981-2003

Prepared by -
Galeb Fathi Mohamad khateeb

Supervised by
Dr. Mansour Hamdi Abu Ali

Abstract

Given its large and fertile plain, which allows competitive agriculture,
the abundance of water for agriculture, the relatively large population,

Jenin Governorate has witnessed drastic changes in prevalent agricultural

patterns. o ci 5 i 0 Z

Against this backdrop, this study sought to identify the human,
economic and natural factors and conditions which have impacted patterns
of agricultural land uses in the governorate. To this end, the researcher used
more than one method. Specifically, the researcher used the analytical
method, the historical method and the deductive method. He traced the
development of agricultural land uses, population increases, stages of
agricultural development and the impact of these developments on
agricultural activity. For data collection, several tools were used. Some
data, on agricultural patterns, were collected from concerned institutions. A
questionnaire was also distributed among farmers. The subjects totaled 200,
representing 2% of the population. For data analysis, several simple and
quantitative statistical methods were used. These included percentages and

arithmetic means. Some maps were also used.
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The study fell into six chapters. Chapter one set out the outline for
the study while chapter two tackled the natural factors influencing {he
pattern o f a gricultural land use. Chapter three dealt with the human and
economic factors which have affected agricultural land use. Chapter four
was devoted to agricultural ownership in the governorate. The chapter also
investigated the impact of the separation wall, built by Israel, on
agricultural areas, subject of this study. Chapter five examined the patterns
of a gricultural 1and use in the govermorate from 1981-2003. Chapter six

was slated for presentation of conclusions and recommendations.

Results of the study showed a relationship between the size of
agricultural land ownership and the nature of agricultural land use. The
bigger the area of the agricultural land ownership was, the higher the
percentage of being planted with fruit trees and crops, and the lower the
percentage of vegetable growing and vice versa. The study revealed that
46.6% of agricultural land was privately owned. Common ownership and
tenants amounted fo 11.5% and 20.3% respectively while land managed by
managers amounted to 3.5% of all agricultural land ownership. Fruit trees
came in the first place in terms of planted area. They represented 53% of all
agricultural land ownership . However, vegetable growing came in the last
place in terms of agricultural area (1981-2002) followed by crops (31%).
Vegetable growing came last in terms of its agricultural arca. The
researcher recommends that random urbanization be checked on 1in order
to protect agricultural areas. The researcher also calls for a comprehensive
survey of soil in the governorate. The Ministry of Agriculture has to give
more interest to the agricultural sector in Jenin because it supplies most of

vegetable basket to Palestinian homes.
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