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Abstract

The wars waged by the European Crusader forces with the support of
the Papacy against the Maghreb and Andalusia were considered as an
extension of the Crusades in the countries of the East. The most important
of these forces in the ninth century AH / fifteenth century AD, were France,
Spain and Portugal, in addition to the municipalities of Italian cities,
especially the city of Genoa, which has been active in the attacks against
the city of Tripoli and the island of Djerba since the eighth century AH
/fourteenth century AD, which were Hafsid State Property. The reasons
that led these forces to exercise their aggressive policy varied between
religious, political and economic reasons and motives, exploiting the poor
internal conditions and their turmoil in the Maghreb countries, and the
temptation to acquire their wealth and economic wealth. Its geographical
location and its long coastline on the Mediterranean and the Atlantic Ocean
played an important role in guiding the Crusader eyes to its territory. One
of the most prominent Crusades that targeted the country of Morocco:
Louis II campaign on Mahdia in 792 AH/1390 AD, and then the
Portuguese control of the city of Ceuta in 818 AH / 1415 AD, which
represented the occupation of the most important step on the road to

colonial policy. Although they failed to control the city of Tangier in 840
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AH / 1437 AD, they were able to do so in 867 AH / 1463 AD. The
Portuguese until the year 891 AH / 1468 AD were able to take control of
many other cities in the far Maghreb, such as the Al-gaser Al-sagheer ,
Asilah , Anfa , Asfi and Azmour, after the inability of the Marinid state and
then stationery to defend their cities and property. The cities of Morocco in
the Near and Middle were not isolated from the Spanish attacks. The
Spaniards in this period relied on surprise attacks, vandalism, pillage and
then leave. They were not able to stable in the cities they attacked since
they were busy in fighting the Muslims of Andalusia. They apparently
aimed to sever the links between Morocco and Andalusia ,and the attempt
to eliminate the maritime jthad movement from the ports of the Maghreb.
One of the most important features of the European crusade against
Muslims in the Muslim West; Spanish wars against the Islamic presence in
Andalusia, where the Kingdom of Granada, the last Islamic kingdoms
there. The conquest of Constantinople by the Ottomans in 857 AH / 1453
AD contributed greatly to the attention of the European crusader forces
towards the land of Andalusia, especially since the papacy had won victory
over the Muslims in Andalusia as compensation for its loss in the East, and
therefore put all its human and material resources at the disposal of Spanish
Kings. The great Spanish victory came in the year 855 AH / 1462, with
their control of Gibraltar, and their attacks against the Andalusians
increased after the accession of King Fernando and Isabel to the unification
of the Castilian and Aragonese crowns in 884 AH / 1479 AD, which

enabled them to launch a series of military operations against the
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Andalusian castles and cities,especially during the period known as the 10-
year war, which began in 887 AH / 1482 AD, they controlled most of them,
leaving only the capital of Granada, which they were able to enter in Rabi

al-awwal 897 AH / January 1492.



