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Abstract

The city of Wadi Ash is situated northeast of Granada, in the
southeastern region of Andalusia. The city was considered the most
important Andalusia fortress during the Islamic era. It had been opened
after the victory over the Goths in the Battle of Wadi Lakkah in the year
92AH / 711A.D. After the completion of the stabilization phase, the city
included a mixture of population whose origins varied between Islamic
races such as the Berbers, Arabs, Muladies, and non-Islamic races such as
Jews and Christians. The city suffered from unstable conditions in the
Governors Era (95- 138 AH / 714-755 A.D.). It also had a share of the
repercussions of the revolutions of the muladies against the Umayyad state
in Andalusia, just like other cities, especially the revolt of Umar ibn Hafsun
and his sons since the second half of the third AH / ninth century AD.
Later, a number of ruling families ruled the city of Wadi Ash, as they were
subject to the rule of the Sanhajan in 403 AH / 1012 AD. The city then
came under the rule of Yahya bin Samadah after his conspiracy against
Badis bin Maxin in 459 AH / 1066 AD. During the Almoravid dynasty
(438 -539 A.H /1090 -1145 A.D), the city witnessed many wars and
revolutions such as the revolution of Ahmed bin Malhan Al-Ta’i who ruled

the city until Muhammad bin Saad bin Mardanesh defeated him in the year

b



(546 AH/ 1151 A.D) and ruled the city until the Almohad invaded the city
in the year (567 AH / 1171 AD) and overthrew his rule. The Almohad
forces continued to rule the city until it was taken by Mohammad Ibn

Hawd's possession after his revolt against the Almohads there, in

Rajab(625 AH/ 1228AD) .

Later, the city soon became under the rule of Muhammad ibn Yusuf
ibn al-Ahmar, the first king of the Kingdom of Granada, and during that it
was subject to the rule of the sons of Ashqailulah, and the people of Marin.
At the end of the era of the Kingdom of Granada, the city witnessed a bitter
struggle between the last king of the Banu al-Ahmar Abu Abdullah al-

Saghir and his uncle, Abu Abdullah al-Zughl. As a result, the city fell into
the hands of the Spaniards (895 AH /1489 A.D) .

With regard to the scientific aspects, the city knew the phenomenon
of scientific houses, which gave birth to many scientists, in addition to
witnessing an intellectual and scientific renaissance in various disciplines,
especially the judiciary, religious sciences, and Arabic language sciences.
Moreover, the city witnessed a remarkable urban activity during its Islamic
era, and its architecture varied in terms of type to include the religious level
which was reflected in many mosques such as the most important one
called Al-Jame’. The city was characterized by the tolerance of its people
towards non-Muslim communities under Muslim rule which allowed them
to build churches and places of worship. As for the economic aspects, the

city witnessed a great prosperity due to its geographical location, and the



people there were interested in agriculture which was known by the
diversity of agricultural products including olives, apples, and berries. They
also cared about the silk and linen industry, and the markets spread in that
city where the roads and shops merchandise flourished. The people,
furthermore, established active commercial relations with neighbouring

cities.



