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Abstract

The architectural identity of a place has been and continues to represent the
tangible physical aspect of the residents’ and inhabitants' identity throughout
the centuries. Yet, it’s initially has to express their belonging and beliefs and
meet their functional and psychological needs and their developments. This
identity affects them and their physical environment; its presence stimulates
their sense of belonging and enhances their presence and unity as one

community.

The importance of such a study is apparent in light of the challenges, the
architectural identity faces in Palestine today that stand as an obstacle in the
way of its development, maintenance, its authenticity preservation, the lack
of sufficient attention and interest from society and its institutions in this

regard, and the lack of research focusing on this field.

The study examines the analysis and study of the original architectural
identity of the city of Nablus, the factors that affected it, and the challenges
it faced. It also compares it to the modern architectural identity, the factors
affecting it, and the challenges it faces; which represents the current reality

of the city of Nablus. This is concluded by focusing on the analysis of the
B



study case in the urban environment represented in the region of Rafidia;
both ancient areas and modern ones. In addition to analyzing the inhibitors'
opinions and their satisfaction level about their architecture identity and their
association to it done thorough a questionnaire. After that, the possibility of
recommended solutions to protect the remains of their authentic identity was
explored after learning about the experiences and successes of other states in
maintaining their authentic identity in an up-to-date way that enhances

individuals ' sense of belonging to their community and environment.

Furthermore, the study concluded that the Rafidia, and so it to the city of
Nablus, lacks a clear and authentic architectural identity that expresses its
residents, represents them, and achieves security and protection for them, in
light of the challenges and obstacles it faces. Besides, the existing laws and
legislation contributed to the interruption of the existence of an architectural

identity continuity of the place.

Finally, the study recommends the need to review the laws and legislation of
the municipalities under the Ministry of local government, give the Union of
engineers more space to increase its effectiveness in this area, and most
importantly, raise the level of awareness of individuals in general, venture
capitalists and private sector enterprises in particular about the need to

preserve the architectural identity of our country.



