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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the utilization of digital transformation and contemporary
technologies in the development of the animation industry through a comparative analysis
of the original 1994 and the modern 2019 versions of The Lion King. The research sought
to identify the impact of these technologies on visual and auditory elements and to
evaluate whether digital advancements have enhanced cinematic quality or modified

certain symbolic and expressive features of the original version.

The study employed a descriptive—analytical methodology, utilizing a content analysis
framework to examine all scenes from both films, encompassing 57 scenes in the original
version and 51 scenes in the modern version. The analysis concentrated on animation
techniques, lighting and shadows, sound effects, music, as well as character expressions
and movements, with the objective of assessing the impact of digital transformation on

scene reproduction.

The findings indicate that digital advancements have enhanced the visual quality of the
modern version through the use of advanced 3D animation, realistic lighting, and precise
shadow application, thereby reinforcing the sense of realism. However, this improvement
occasionally came at the expense of the expressive flexibility characteristic of the
traditional version. Furthermore, the modern iteration benefited from technologies such
as Dolby Atmos, which augmented auditory immersion in sound design, whereas the
original version preserved a broad symbolic diversity in its musical and sound
performances. Overall, digital technologies facilitated the creation of a more realistic and
visually striking cinematic experience, albeit sometimes compromising direct symbolic

and emotional expression.
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