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Abstract

This study seeks to elucidate the legal framework that governs the criminal liability of
pharmaceutical companies involved in the manufacture of vaccines. It does so by
examining the actions and practices that may be deemed criminal offenses in instances
where a vaccine results in health damage, whether such damage is caused intentionally
or arises from negligence or non-compliance with established legal standards. The
analysis is conducted from two distinct perspectives: the first is a local perspective,
concentrating on pertinent national legislation, while the second adopts an international
viewpoint, emphasizing the legal agreements and standards established within the realm

of international criminal law.

In this study, the researcher employed a descriptive and analytical methodology,
systematically reviewing and analyzing legal texts while correlating them with the
practical realities imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic. This analysis involved the
utilization of various legal models and a comparative examination of liability systems
across different countries. Additionally, several scholarly studies addressing this issue
were referenced, with the objective of identifying legal deficiencies and proposing

potential solutions.

The study concluded that criminal liability may be imposed on pharmaceutical
companies when there is evidence of a breach of fundamental legal obligations,
including the failure to disclose clinical data, the conduct of incomplete trials, or the
manipulation of safety results. Furthermore, the findings indicated that the temporary
legal protections afforded by certain companies during the pandemic serve as a barrier

to the realization of criminal justice.

Considering the considerations, the study advocates for a reevaluation of the legal
frameworks that regulate the accountability of legal entities. This includes the

introduction of explicit legislation that imposes criminal liability on corporations in
b



instances of gross negligence. Furthermore, the establishment of specialized national
committees is recommended to investigate the harms associated with vaccines, thereby

ensuring a synthesis of legal and scientific expertise.

Keywords: criminal liability, pharmaceutical companies, COVID-19 vaccine, legal

accountability, international law, corporate negligence



