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Abstract

This thesis analyzes the narrative structure of the autobiography Days Outside of Time
(AyyamKharij al-Zaman) by Al-Mutawakkil Taha. It emphasizes the work’s most
prominent narrative techniques and elucidates its artistic features and distinctive

elements through detailed description and in-depth analysis of implicit meanings.

The study comprises an introduction, four chapters, and a conclusion. The introduction
outlines the significance of autobiography as a literary genre, the rationale for selecting
Days Outside of Time, and the principal research questions addressed in the study.
Additionally, it delineates the descriptive-analytical methodology employed and
provides a concise review of prior research related to this autobiography, summarizing

their findings.

The first chapter examines the textual thresholds (al-’atabat al-nassiya) within the
autobiography, including the title, cover, author’s name, genre indicators, publishing
house, internal titles, introduction, narrative opening, and conclusion. It emphasizes
their conceptual significance and their function in elucidating and revealing the multiple

layers of the text.

The second chapter examines the concept of place within the autobiography, exploring
its structure, significance, and the various types of spaces utilized in the narrative, as

well as their symbolic and semantic implications.

The third chapter examines the structure of time, addressing its conceptual framework,
significance, chronological organization, temporal paradoxes, and the narrative

techniques employed to convey temporal progression in the text.



The fourth and final chapter elucidates the structure of characters by examining the
concept and various types of characters, as well as explicating their presentation within

the narrative.

The researcher concludes the study by providing a summary of the findings, which are
as follows: Taha structured his autobiography using thematic thresholds designed to
engage the reader and encourage a deeper comprehension of its underlying intentions.
The narrative is predominantly situated in Palestine, which serves as the primary spatial
context for the events described. These spaces encompass a range of types, including

open, closed, transitional, and connective environments.

Furthermore, Taha fragmented and disrupted the chronological flow of time, relying on
his memory to recount events that did not adhere to a logical sequence. This approach
produced narrative paradoxes, including flashbacks and foreshadowing. The
autobiography presents a wide array of characters, encompassing both men and women

whom Taha encountered, as well as depictions of the Zionist occupier.

Keywords: Days Outside of Time, Al-Mutawakkil Taha, narrative structure,

autobiography, textual thresholds, Palestinian literature



