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Abstract

This study investigates intransitive and transitive verbs from morphological, syntactic,
and semantic perspectives within Ibn Asfour al-Ishbili’s Dhara’ir (Poetic Parodies), a
phenomenon prevalent in the Arabic language generally and specifically exemplified in
Dhara’ir al-Shi ‘r. The research aims to explore the phenomenon of polysemy and its
interpretations in terms of morphology and syntax. It delineates the structural forms of
these verbs and applies this analysis to examples drawn from Ibn Asfour’s Dhara’ir al-
Shi ‘r, focusing on the distinction between transitive and intransitive verbs and providing
various illustrative cases. Furthermore, the study examines thematic elements,
meanings, and their manifestations in Ibn Asfour’s Dhara’ir as well as in the Qur’an
more broadly, alongside the influence of Dhara’ir on subsequent scholars. To achieve
these objectives, the researcher employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, deemed
most suitable for this inquiry, which involves identifying examples, describing them,

and analyzing their intended meanings.

The study concludes that most of the intransitive and transitive verbs in Ibn Asfour’s
Dhara’ir closely resemble those found in verses of the Qur’an. Both categories appear
in various forms, exemplified by verbs such as shakara (to thank) and nasaha (to
advise). For example, one may say shakartuhu (I thanked him) or shakartu lahu (1
thanked him for), and similarly nasahtuhu (I advised him) or nasahtu lahu (1 advised
him for). The verb ghdda (to decrease) serves as an example of a verb functioning both
transitively and intransitively. In its intransitive usage, as in the verse wa ghida al-ma’
(Hud, 44), it denotes that “the water decreased”; in its transitive usage, as in wa ma
taghidu al-arham (al-Ra‘d, 8), it signifies “the wombs do not decrease.” Specifically,
ghdda is used intransitively when the subject is water, as in ghada al-ma’ (the water
decreased), and transitively when the subject is the first person, as in ghadtuhu (I

caused it to decrease). This distinction highlights the importance of avoiding



unnecessary interpretive complexity and underscores the need for precise syntactic

analysis, particularly given the verb’s dual transitive and intransitive uses.

Keywords: intransitive verbs; transitive verbs; morphology; syntax; Dhard’ir;

polysemy



