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Abstract

This study has endeavored to examine the image of the lands of
Persia among four famous Muslim historians who had lived between the
third and fourth Hijrah centuries(9™ and 10™ centuries AD). The study has
addressed the political, economic, social, cultural and intellectual issues.
These historians are Al-Dinawari(282 H./ 895 AD), Al-Ya’qubi(292 H/ 905
Ad), At-Tabari(310 H./ 922 AD) and Al-Masoudi(346 H/ 957 AD). The
study has found that these historians’ information about Persia were found
to be integrated despite the dearth of some information in many economic,
social and intellectual aspects. In this study, the researcher has highlighted
the political life in Persia in terms of foundation of the state at the hands of
Badhan Ibn Sasan, the father of Persia’s kings for Khosraus, to the
establishment of the dynasty and the ability of each king to consolidate his
kingdom through building of cities, strongholds and castles, all named after
them. The study sources have documented many names of the Persian
kings and their titles. Their terms in office always extended for three
periods. The first period began with the First Persian Period. However, the
sources of the study have failed to date the actual beginning of their coming
into existence. Al-Dinawari and Al-Masoudi have given accurate details of

the history of the first Persian kings as of the ascension of King Keyumars,
b



known as the First Human Being in the world. The information was
presented in a semi-clear way and it dwelt on the mechanism of transfer of

rule between these kings.

After that era, a new era of rule emerged in the lands of Persia. This
era was known as Kings of Petty States. However, scholars have differed
on the extent of their rule of the country. They most probably ruled
between BC 247- 224 AD. It was an era characterized by internal conflicts,
numerous plots and conspiracies, leading to a state of instability in the
lands of Persia. The third era of rule was that of the Sassanians or Neo-
Persian Empire(224- 651 AD) named after their ancestor Sassan I. They

were known as Khosrau or shahnameh or king of kings.

The researcher in this study also surveyed the social life. The Persian
society as a social structure had two categories. The first had a number of
classes such as the religious people, the fighting people, the scholars and
jurists as well as people of opinion and book and the servants. The second
category were the special and they included the officers, the King’s first
circle(close entourage) kinship, satraps, jesters, satirists and the jobless.
The researcher highlighted the Persians’ habits in eating and drinking,
wearing of dresses especially those clothes of kings. Their clothes varied in
terms of raw materials, forms and colors in line with the different
occasions, and social class. There was at the time great interest in the
etiquette of eating by kings. They used to take their food on gold tables and

were always served all kinds of dishes and all they had desired all on gold



and silver made plates. The kings always dressed most expensive garments
made of wool, hair, clover leaves, silk and brocade. They also used most
expensive and highest quality types of perfume. The researcher dwelt also
the way the kings would don the gold and pearl engraved crowns on their

heads and their habits of relaxing on gold beds.

Al-Ya’qubi and Al-Masoudi dwelt on the most famous and national
feasts of the Persians. The Persian society, like all other societies and other
cultures, always celebrated feasts and seasons associated with their life.
These included Nayrouz as well as festivals. These were in addition to
other feasts throughout the year. The scholars also touched on the means of
entertainment and recreation of the Persians. These included chess,
backgammon, fishing and mace. Al-Masoudi also highlighted the
instruments of music/singing, the most famous and entertaining. These
instruments included the lute, flute, drums, and guitar. Night clubs were
open and always packed with beautiful young women who would dance
and sing. Drinking was limited to the kings and his kinship. Close to the
king physically were teenagers who would write down everything he would
say while he was drunk. Al-Dinwari, Al-Ya’qubi and At-Tabri also shed
light on the religions in the lands of Persia. They said that the Persian sate
had considered Zoroastrianism as its official religion. They also mentioned
their holy book Avesta. There were also religious sects such as
Manichaeism, Mazdakism, and Persian Mandaeism. Al-Masoudi
exclusively referred to the places of worship they would attend and their

holy sites.



The study has provided important information about the intellectual
life in the Lands of Persia despite its poor coverage in sources. The study
has found the significant interest of the Persians in writing and language.
This was clear in the variety of the art of writing depending on the topic
written in. The languages used in writing also varied as well. There were
several languages in use at the time such as ancient Persian, Aramaic,
Babylonian, Sasanian, and Syriac. The study also highlighted the Persians’
excellence in all sciences such as medicine. Al-Ya’qubi, Al-Masoudi and
At-Tabri had presented valuable information in this regard. The Persians,
according to them, had published many books of which some had been
translated into the Arabic. ‘Im Azeejat w An-Nojoom w Tawareekh Al-
Qadimah is a case in point. Some sources have also referred to books on
literature, fine arts, philosophy, wisdom, superstitions and pleasant talks.
The study also dwelt on the economic life in the Persian lands. In this
regard, At-Tabri and Al-Masoudi talked about the diversity in plants.
Persia, according to them, was home to rice, pines, cypress, grapes, olives,
palm and dates. The study also touched on animal livestock in Persia. It
was found that the Persians had raised elephants, cows, mules, doves and

geese.

According to Al-Masoudi, Persia was home to a variety of industries
such as arms, garments, perfumes and was also rich in natural resources
such as gold, silver, iron, copper, bronze, and pearls. Sources of the study
also talked about imposition of taxes on local population or foreign
countries. These taxes were in the form of jizyeh(capitation), al-kharaj(land

tax) and mugasamah(partnership).



