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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to highlight the importance of protection of Palestine
refugees at the international level. This vulnerable population needs to be provided with
international legal protection. This study also sought to understand the role which the
UNRWA plays in providing protection to these refugees as it is the umbrella for their
protection. In addition, the study sought to understand the effective role of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in providing legal protection for them. This
study addressed the problem of an agency for Palestine refugees which provides relief
and welfare services but does not provide legal protection for them. They have been
excluded from legal protection in the Statute of the Office of the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees. Therefore, the Palestine refugees are supposed to enjoy that

legal protection which other refugees in other countries enjoy.

In this study, the researcher used the descriptive analytical approach. She elaborated on
description of the concept of refugee. She then analyzed legal texts pertinent to
refugees' legal protection. After analysis, it was found that the legal protection of
Palestine refugees' right was non-existent. It was also found that there was a legal
loophole in UNRWA's performance: failure to provide legal services and weakness of
control of behavior of countries hosting the refugees. Therefore, the researcher thinks
that the United Nations High Commission for Refugees should provide special
protection for Palestine refugees, and create a mechanism for control of hosting
countries' behavior towards them. This is in addition to the need for support of

UNRWA's operations and improvement of its work in the refugee camps
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