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Abstract

This thesis seeks to examine the Prophetic methodology employed to safeguard the
Muslim community from doctrinal deviations, particularly in response to contemporary
intellectual challenges. The intellectual and educational approach of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) is demonstrated not only through the establishment of
the principles of Islamic creed but also through the development of a comprehensive
framework designed to protect the Muslim intellect from confusion, deviation, and
ideological distortion. In this regard, Sahih al-Bukhari stands as one of the most
authoritative sources, systematically preserving the foundations of Islamic belief and
contributing to the formulation of an integrated epistemological framework for defence

and protection.

The study utilizes inductive, analytical, and inferential methods to examine relevant

texts and derive their conceptual implications.

The study is organized into four chapters. The first chapter presents the conceptual
framework of the research, whereas the second chapter explores the primary causes of
doctrinal deviation. The third chapter provides an analysis of the principles for
safeguarding against doctrinal deviations, drawing upon Sahih al-Bukhari. The fourth
chapter addresses the broader implications of the Prophetic approach to preventing

doctrinal deviation.

The study concludes that the causes of doctrinal deviation can be categorized into three

primary dimensions: internal factors, including ignorance; external factors, such as the



diminishing educational role of the family; and methodological-academic factors,
exemplified by insufficient scholarly training. Additionally, the study delineates the
essential characteristics of the Prophetic methodology in safeguarding the Muslim
community through a series of preventive, remedial, and skill-based principles aimed at
addressing doctrinal misconceptions and ideological challenges. Moreover, it
emphasizes the beneficial impact of this Prophetic safeguarding on various facets of

Muslim communal life, particularly within psychological and intellectual domains.

Keywords: Prophetic Sunnah, doctrinal deviation, Sahih al-Bukhari, intellectual

safeguarding, epistemological framework, Islamic creed






