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Abstract

The analysis of the distribution of resident areas and therefore identifying its roles
based on archaeological field works in the sites which go back to the Bronze Age in the
land of Canaanite leads to the recognition of the economic, social and political
characteristics of the civilization of that era which extends from 3400 - 2000 BC. Most
of the settlements were established during the first stage of that Age, which can be
described as farm villages, in fertile areas. Their villages were relatively small
communities and without any significant political system. By the end of that stage and
the beginning of the next one (EBII), the plains of residential centers were expanded
and the population increased. This led to establishment of fortified city-states which
constituted unstable political centers during the second and third stages. That was
because of civil war which broke out among their military forces. Upon the termination
of any political system, the victorious would redivide the sovereignty areas. Despite the
state of enemity among the states governors and city mayors, the land of Canaan
reached a high stage of prosperity. However, the Land of Canaan suffered at the end of
EBIII from hardships which resulted in the destruction of the cities along with their
political system. As a result, the number of inhabited areas decreased and a new life
style of pastoral economy and modest architecture prevailed.
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